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Celebrating
70 years of service

to our members
1938-2008

SEND EVENTS: Shore Good to Know,
Choptank Electric, P.O. Box 430, Denton, MD 21629;

or annew@choptankelectric.coop two months
prior to event if possible. Include phone number.

DANCE: Pine Steppers Square Dance Club workshop Wed., 7 p.m.,
Ocean Pines Community Hall. 410-208-6331 or 208-6777; Ocean
Waves Square Dance, 2nd Sat., 8-10:30 p.m., Mid-Shore YMCA, 715
S. Shumaker Dr., Salisbury. 410-873-2027 or 822-7387; Pepper
Steppers Square Dance, 2nd Sat., 8 p.m., First UM Church Hall,
Chestertown. 410-810-0926 or 410-778-4578; Line dance, every
Fri., Frat. Order of Eagles, 107 Alexander Ave., Salisbury, begin-
ners 6 p.m., dance follows. 410-749-1981

BINGO: Willards VFC, Thurs., 7 p.m., Lions Bldg., 410-835-8678;
Pittsville VFC, Fri., 7 p.m. 410-835-2323; Fedsbg. VFW, Thurs., 7:20
p.m. 410-754-5020; Hurlock Legion, Fri., 7:30 p.m., 410-943-8205;
Denton Legion, Tues., 6 p.m., 410-479-2708; Redmen, Fruitland,
Mon., 6:30 p.m. 410-742-6859; Willards Lions, Tues., 7 p.m. 410-
835-2328; Denton VFC, Fri., 7:30 p.m.

MUSIC: Peninsulaires chorus, Tues. 7:30 p.m., Wic. Civic Ctr.,
Flanders Rm., Salisbury. 410-641-8927 or 543-8628; Ocean Bay
Sweet Adelines, Mon., 7 p.m., same location, 410-749-1194;
Delmarva Sweet Adelines, Mon., 7 p.m., Ocean Pines Comm. Ctr.
410-641-6876; QA Barbershop Chorus, Wed., 6:30 p.m.,
Centreville UM Church, Rt. 213. 410-827-7993; Bay Country
Chorus, Mon., 7 p.m., Miller Hall, behind Trinity Cathedral,
Easton. 410-770-8262; Worcester Chorale, Wed., 7 p.m.,
Community Church, Rt. 589, Ocean Pines. 410-208-1999; Eastern
Shore Bluegrass Assn., show & jam, 2nd Sun., 1 p.m., Marydel
Fire Co. 302-674-3149 or 492-1048
Vietnam Vets of America, 1st Thurs., 7 p.m., Easton VFW. 410-943-
1374. Lower Shore, 3rd Thurs., VFW 194, Salisbury. 410-651-0904

Disabled American Veterans Chap. 34, 4th Thurs., 1 p.m., Meuse VFW
Post 194, Salisbury. 410-749-4518

Chesapeake Christian Riders CMA 453, 1st Thurs, Bob Evans
Restaurant, Easton, 6 p.m. 410-943-8325

Mid-Shore A.B.A.T.E., 2nd Tues., 7:30 p.m., Easton VFW.
www.midshoreabate.com

Women Supporting Women (breast cancer group), 3rd Wed., 7 p.m.,
Atlantic Business Ctr., Ste. 213, Berlin, 410-641-2849
TOPS weight loss: Tues., 6:30 p.m., 1st Baptist, Marydel, 410-482-
6694; 6 p.m., 418 Dutchman’s La., Greensboro; 6 p.m., Caroline Nsg.
Home sun room, 410-482-2658; 6 p.m., Worcester Co. Health Dept.
Thurs., 7 p.m., Christ UMC, Salisbury, 410-546-4197/543-9039;
Church of God, Easton; 6 p.m. 410-822-2630/673-2248
Medical coverage for pregnant women & children to age 19. Kent,
410-778-7035, QA, 410-758-0720, Tal., 410-819-5690

Denton AA, 105 Gay St., Thurs., 8 p.m.; Co-Dependents Anon.,
Sun., 6:30 p.m., Christ UMC, Salisbury. 410-376-0164; Dual
Recovery Anon., Wor. Library, Pocomoke, Mon., 7 p.m.

Wellness Community-Delmarva cancer support programs,
Salisbury, Berlin, Easton. 888-806-0756

Overeaters Anon., Sat., 10 a.m., Christ UM Church, Ed. Bldg.,
Salisbury. 410-376-0164; Thur., 5 p.m., Buckingham Presbyterian, 20
S. Main, Berlin. 410-629-0679; Mon. 5:15 p.m., Health Ed. Bldg.,
Memorial Hosp., Easton; Fri. noon, St. Mark’s UMC, Easton. 410-
820-0006

Merry Widows & Widowers Social Club, 3rd Tues., 2:30 p.m., Ocean
Pines Country Club. 410-208-6207; Beach Singles 45+, last Tues, 6
p.m. 410-208-3974; Delmarva Singles, 50+, 1st Wed., 6 p.m. 410-
742-8310 or jasuth@intercom.net
Nat’l Assn. Active & Retired Fed. Employees, Chap. 1261, Salisbury
area, 3rd Thurs., 410-896-2671; Chap. 2274, Wor. Co., 4th Thurs.,
Jordan’s Rooftop, Ocean City, 11:30 a.m., 410-641-5570

Pinochle, Wed., 9:45 a.m., 410-208-0562, Ocean Pines Country Club;
Bridge Club, Wed., 10 a.m., 410-641-7667, Ocean Pines Yacht Club.
Activity Singles Klub, Easton, 2nd Wed., 410-822-7468
E. Shore Stamp Club, 1st  Tues., Wic. Library, Salisbury, 6:30 p.m.
410-208-2929; Tidewater Stamp Club, 2nd & 4th Tue., 7 p.m., 14 S.
Harrison St., 2nd fl., Easton. 410-822-6471

Duplicate bridge: Riverside Homes, Salisbury, Mon., 7 p.m., 410-
835-8343; Tred Avon, Wed., noon, Talbot Community Ctr., Rt. 50,
Easton. 410-226-5126  
Ocean Pines Camera Club, 2nd Mon., 7 p.m., OP Library. 410-208-
2555
U. of Md. Cooperative Extension Service Master Gardeners Plant
Clinic, Ocean Pines Library, Tues., 1-4. 410-641-5570
Friends of Ocean Pines Library, 2nd Mon., 10 a.m., 410-208-2760
Sons of Confederate Vets Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey Camp 1940 &
friends, 1st Wed., 7 p.m., Wic. Library, Salisbury 410-641-9305

Pine’eer Craft & Gift Shop, Ocean Pines Community Ctr., 239
Ocean Pkwy., every Sat. & Sun., 10-4.

Federalsburg VFC, breakfast 4th Sun., 7-10. $6, Children $3;
under 3 free.

Preston Vol. Fire Co., AUCE breakfast, 1st Sun., 7-10, $6.

Free meditation group, Tues., 7 p.m., Sweetspot Arts, Ocean
Pines, 410-641-6845 or susanbeverly2003@yahoo.com

Tri-County Bird Club (Wic., Som., Wor.) 4th Mon. (except Dec.
& June-Aug.), Fox Rm., south entrance, Asbury UM Church,
Salisbury. 410-742-5497                              1157005

St. Michaels Museum at St. Mary’s Square, 1.5 hr. walking tours
to Frederick Douglass sites, Sat., thru Oct., 10:30 a.m. Fee. 410-
745-3050

Writers Bloc writers group meeting 3rd Sat., Wicomico Library,
Salisbury, 1 p.m. 443-260-0790

Missy’s Quilting Bee, 1st Tues., 7-9, Choptank Electric mtg. rm.,
Denton. All welcome. 410-634-1163

Heartland Quilt Guild, 1st Thur., 7-9, Choptank Electric mtg. rm.,
Denton, 410-482-8131
Centreville Farmers Market, Sat., Wed., 9-1 thru Oct., Lawyers Row.
New producers/vendors call D. Greiner, 410-364-5689
Strawberry Festival & Craft Show, June 7, 10-5, St. Luke’s UMC,
St. Michaels, lunch, bake sale, crafts. 410-745-2534.

Linchester Mill Arts & Music Festival, Denton, June 7, 12-5,
open air market, food, music, hay rides, more. 410-673-1910

Delmarva Chicken Festival, Centre at Salisbury, June 20-21, arts,
crafts, music, carnival, Giant Fry Pan. 410-749-0144

Relay for Life, Caroline 4-H Park, Denton, June 20-21.
Luminaria ceremony at dusk. Food provided. 410-479-3188

Jeeps on the Shore, Great Pocomoke Fairgrounds, Pocomoke
City, July 21-22. jeepsontheshore.com

East Coast Pullers Truck & Tractor Pull, June 28, 7 p.m., $12,
Great Pocomoke Fairgrounds. 410-632-3998

Scorchy Tawes Photography Exhibit, Julia A. Purnell Museum,
Snow Hill, July 1-Aug. 22, Tues.-Sat., 10-4, Sun., 1-4. 410-632-
0515

Jamboree in the Park, Northside Park, Ocean City, July 4, 5 p.m.,
fireworks 9:30 p.m.; Concert on the Beach, N. Division St.,
Ocean City, 8 p.m., fireworks 9:30 p.m. 800-OC-OCEAN

Concerts on the Beach, N. Division St., Ocean City, July 9, 16,
23, 8 p.m. Bring blanket or chair. 800-OC-OCEAN

Sundaes in the Park, Northside Park, 127th St. & the Bay, July 13,
20, 27, 6-8.

MAC Family Fun Day, Jolly Roger Amusement Park, Ocean
City, July 19, 10-7. Advance tickets, $30. 410-742-0505 ext. 113

Greek Festival, Convention Ctr., Ocean City, July 25-26, noon-11
p.m., July 27, noon-9. Food, dancing, fun. 410-524-0990

Fanfare for 70 years at annual meeting
As late as the mid-1930s, nine out of ten rural

homes were without electric service. The farmer
milked his cows by hand in the dim light of a
kerosene lantern. His wife labored over the wood-
burning range and washboard.

With electricity unavailable to rural areas, their
economies were kept entirely and exclusively to agri-
culture. Factories and businesses preferred to locate in
cities where electric power was easily acquired.

Such was the case in rural areas of Maryland’s
Eastern Shore until a group of farmers in Caroline
County latched on to the new electric cooperative
movement made possible when President Franklin D.
Roosevelt created the Rural Electrification
Administration (REA) in 1935. 

The Executive Order establishing the REA and the
passage of the REA Act a year later marked the first
steps in a public-private partnership that has, over the
last 70 years, bridged the vast expanse of rural
America to bring electric power to businesses and
communities willing to organize cooperatively and
accept responsibility for the provision of safe, afford-
able and reliable electric power.

REA funds enabled that group of Caroline farmers
to incorporate as Choptank Cooperative in 1938, and
energize the first 78 miles of line in Caroline in
December 1939. The name was changed to Choptank
Electric Cooperative, Inc. in 1942.

The co-op and hundreds of its members celebrated
its rural beginnings at the 70th annual meeting at the
Talbot County Community Center in Easton on April
26.

Choptank hosted about 700 members and guests
for a breakfast meeting, which featured celebratory
music and entertainment as well as the serious busi-
ness of the cooperative.

Fred Hubbard, president and CEO, told the crowd
Choptank “is still making a difference at 70.” He cited
major projects completed in 2007 including under-

ground service updates in Ocean Pines in Worcester
County, and the rebuilding of the transmission line
into the Allen Substation near Federalsburg. He said
the co-op built over 48 miles of overhead and 85 miles
of underground lines, and replaced 1,274 poles in
2007. The CEO also thanked residents of the St.
Michaels area for their support during the first full
year of operations following the co-op’s acquisition of
that territory.

Mr. Hubbard spoke on the “energy challenge” fac-
ing rural America. Unveiling a new nationwide pro-
gram of the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association, “Our Energy, Our Future,” he said,
“Congress must make sure America has affordable
electricity to power our homes and businesses, while
meeting climate change goals. Otherwise, there may
not be enough for all of us tomorrow.”

He added, “Now is the time to begin this tough
conversation with your elected officials. Legislators
must act responsibly today to make sure America has
the electricity it needs in the next ten years, and
beyond. Ask your legislators how they plan to meet
America’s growing demand for electricity. By working
together, we can find the right solutions.”

An original video featuring four Caroline County
members reminiscing about the time before the REA
came and how electricity made a difference in their
lives was premiered during the meeting. The video
will soon be featured on www.choptankelectric.coop.

Elections for three positions on the Choptank
Electric Board of Directors were also held. Members
returned incumbents Carl R. Widdowson, Somerset
County, president of the board, Jeffrey D. Rathell Sr.,
Talbot County, vice president, and W. Fred Schrader,
Cecil County representative.

Also on the program was Hilary Staver, a senior at
Queen Anne’s County High School, who spoke on
being Maryland’s representative to the Youth
Leadership Council for the NRECA.

Entertainment for the event was provided by the
“Oil City Ramblers” bluegrass band and “Last Comic
Standing” Jon Reep aka “the hemi guy.”

A service bucket truck from the St. Michaels District
greeted members by flying “Old Glory.”

The bluegrass music of the “Oil City Ramblers” had
guests dancing in the aisles at the annual meeting.




