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Have a safe 2008!
Please buckle your

seat belts.

By Fred Hubbard
President and CEO

Choptank Electric has a number of line construc-
tion projects scheduled in the new year. I want to give
our members an update on some of the significant
projects we will be working on through 2008. 

The largest underwater river crossing in the histo-
ry of the co-op will take place under the Pocomoke
River so we can convert the 901 circuit in the
Pocomoke District to underground. This huge under-
taking will substantially upgrade our service in what
is the worst right of way area in our entire system. 

This affects almost 700 members in the areas of
Bethenden Church, Bird, Buck Harbor, Dividing
Creek, Groton, Onley and Stockton roads, and along
US Rt. 113.

We plan to finalize upgrading our circuit out of
East New Market Sub. There is about 1.5 miles of
line left on the project which affects members in the
East New Market, Preston and Cabin Creek areas. 

Old copper conductor will be replaced with newer
conductor to improve capacity and reduce voltage
drop to the Hoopers Island area in the Cambridge
District. Existing underground cable on the 514 cir-
cuit on Taylors Island will also be replaced where

erosion has caused some exposure.  
In the St. Michaels District underground cable and

cabinets in the Martingham subdivision will be
replaced. Another job will be to install a new trans-
former and convert the Bloomfield substation to a 69
kV capacity facility. 

The work at Allen Substation and other transmis-
sion work in the Federalsburg area which was under-
way in ‘07 will be finalized in Caroline County.

We plan to convert the line from our Edgewood
sub to the end of Gordy Road in the Delmar area.
There is a large subdivision east of Delmar that will
begin to use up the current capacity of our existing
line in the feeder and without replacement there
would be a voltage drop. 

On the books for Ocean Pines is a plan to recon-
ductor the Pines transmission line at a cost of approx-
imately $1 million. 

Also in the Pines, we plan to install a large capac-
ity tie line in the Manklin Creek area to help relieve
some overloading conditions. 

As you have just read, this will be a very busy
year for all of us at Choptank. We will keep our
members updated on the progress of these major proj-
ects through the year.   

A charitable milestone has been reached by the
Choptank Electric Trust, which is funded by Operation
Round Up, a program of Choptank Electric
Cooperative.

“The Choptank Electric Trust has reached the one
million dollar mark in its contributions to worthy
organizations and individuals in all nine counties of
Maryland’s Eastern Shore,” according to a joint state-
ment from Fred Hubbard, president and CEO of the
co-op, and Tom Sandusky, chairman of the trust board.

Mr. Hubbard said, “We give our heartfelt thanks to
the Choptank members who are making contributions
to Operation Round Up through the process of round-
ing up their monthly bills. Members contribute an
average of $7.00 annually to this program and the pen-
nies from rounding up may seem like small change,
but have made it possible to change many lives.”

“We are absolutely thrilled to have the ability to
contribute this much funding to the people of the
Eastern Shore,” Mr. Sandusky said. “Since Operation
Round Up began in October of 2003, we have assisted
organizations from boy scout troops to high school
athletics, from fire companies to hospice homes, as
well as many needy and disabled individuals.”

Choptank began Operation Round Up in 2003. The
program was developed in 1989 by Palmetto Electric
Cooperative in South Carolina and expanded to
include over 200 cooperatives by 2007. Participating
members bills are rounded up to the nearest dollar and
100 percent of those funds are used to provide food,
shelter, health and educational needs to charitable
groups and individuals in need throughout the Shore.
All administrative costs are born by the cooperative.

In addition, the Choptank Electric Trust
Scholarships have funded $40,000 in educational
grants to high school seniors whose parents are mem-
bers or employees of the co-op. The $1,000 scholar-
ships are awarded each May.

The Choptank Electric Trust is a state-chartered,
non-profit 501-c-3 organization with an independent
board of directors.

Some of the many agencies who have received
grants from the Trust include Coastal and Caroline
Hospices, the American Red Cross-Delmarva Chapter,
various schools, the Humane Society in several coun-
ties, Habitat for Humanity, the McCready Foundation

Members of the Choptank Electric Trust Board
of Directors, standing, l-r: Richard Cook, Theodore
Malkus, Robert Fitzgerald, John Roschy, Kevin
Moran, Jack Wegener. Seated, l-r: Edward Henry,
Fred Hubbard, ex. officio, Deborah Carter, Thomas
Sandusky, president. 

Continued on page 3

Trust awards reach $1 million

Major line construction projects in ’08



The first president of one electric co-op
board of directors recalled some years after
the co-op had been established: “Most of my
neighbors wanted electricity, but a few did-
n’t. Some said they’d wait for the local
power company. They died waiting. My
next-door neighbor said his wife had lived
60 years without electricity and died without
it, so he didn’t think it would be right for
him to have it. And there’s one feller that
still doesn’t have it. Milks 20 cows by hand.
He calls it ‘New Deal electricity’ and wants
nothing to do with it.”

Occasionally, the idea of rural electrifica-
tion met stiff resistance, but for many, no
obstacle was too great to receive power. One
Georgia farmer was told he couldn’t be
served because his farm rested too far away
from the line. A few days later he returned to
the local co-op office, waving his $5 mem-
bership fee. “I moved my house,” he
explained triumphantly.

In 2008, it’s hard for many Choptank
members to even imagine a time when elec-
tricity wasn’t available to everyone, but prior
to 1935 and the passage of the Rural
Electrification Act, that was the case  in rural
America. It wasn’t until 1938 that people in
rural areas of the Eastern Shore of Maryland
were able to “hook up to the REA.”

This year, Choptank Electric Cooperative
is celebrating its 70th anniversary, having
grown from less than 500 members in
Caroline County in 1938 to over 52,000 in
all nine counties of the Shore in 2008.

We know a number of our current mem-
bers still remember when they could “hook
up to the REA” for the first time and we’d
like to hear about it. 

If you or a family member can recall how
rural life was “before electricity” and how it
changed when Choptank Electric built its
poles and lines in your area, please take a
few minutes to tell us about it! Let us know
how electricity made life better for you and
your family. Remember mules pulling the
poles into a muddy field -- that would be a
great story.

Write us a letter or a short note, send an
email or fax, if you’ve got photos, we’d like
to have those as well. We’ll feature the sto-
ries throughout the year on our website and
in the Live Wire. Send your memories to:
Anne Whaples, Choptank Electric
Cooperative, PO Box 430, Denton MD
21629; email annew@choptankelectric.coop;
fax to 410-479-1014; or call 877-892-0001,
ext. 8640. We’d love to hear from you! If
you send us the information before the April
29 annual meeting, it will be included in a
display of “Memories.”

Do you remember
“hooking up to
the REA?” Let us
hear from you!

ENERGY FAIR — Claire Robertson, left, regional customer service manager, and Lenita
Rich, member and energy assistance coordinator, give a free compact fluorescent bulb
to a participant at one of two Energy and Community Fairs which the co-op helped plan
in January. The events offered help with information on sources of assistance with pay-
ing utility bills, housing, supportive family services and weatherization. Anne Whaples,
manager of cooperative communications presented several workshops on simple
methods of making the home more energy efficient. Choptank was giving out the bulbs
as part of its participation in the Energy Star “Change a Light, Change the World” pro-
gram.

A “fake” purse or watch may make you
angry, but they don’t carry the risk of injury
or death. On the other hand, counterfeit elec-
trical products can be dangerous. Counterfeit
circuit breakers, power strips, extension cords,
batteries, and holiday lights can cause fires,
explosions, shocks, and electrocutions.

In recent years, the Consumer Product
Safety Commission (CPSC) has recalled more
than 1 million counterfeit electrical products,
including circuit breakers that did not trip
when overloaded, cell phone batteries without
a safety device in the circuitry to prevent
overcharging, and extension cords with misla-
beled, undersized wiring that overheated.

Counterfeits can be extremely difficult to
spot. They could be a knock-off of a name
brand product, or bear an unauthorized certifi-
cation marking. Here are some tips to protect
yourself from the dangers of counterfeit elec-
trical products:
• Scrutinize the product, packaging, and
labeling. Look for certification marks from
the manufacturer and an independent testing

laboratory—such as Underwriters
Laboratories (UL) or the Canadian Standards
Association (CSA). Trademarked logos that
look different than usual may signal a coun-
terfeit.
• If the price is “too good to be true,” it
could be because the product is inferior and
unsafe.
• Be careful when buying from an unknown
source, such as a street vendor. 

Use established stores who purchase
their goods from legitimate distributors and
genuine manufacturers.
• Check the warning label. It should be free
of grammatical errors and not conflict with
information elsewhere on the package.
• Avoid no-name products.
• Look for the name and contact informa-
tion of the manufacturer. If you find the
information missing, consider purchasing
electrical products elsewhere.
Sources: Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC); Electrical Safety
Foundation International (ESFI)

Product safety commission warns
of counterfeit electrical products

The 70th (!) annual meeting of members is set for Saturday,
April 26, 8 a.m., at the Talbot Community Center, Rt. 50,
Easton. Look for more info. in the March Live Wire.



Most of us only replace appliances when
they stop working. So, even if that avocado
green refrigerator makes your kitchen look
like the one from “Brady Bunch” reruns on
television, if it still works, we hesitate to
spend money to buy a new one.

With today’s rising energy costs, not
replacing your old appliances may be
“penny-wise and pound-foolish.”  That 15-
year-old refrigerator is probably using a lot
more energy – up to 20% more — than a
comparable newer model.

The same is true for other major house-
hold appliances such as your water heater,
electric range, dishwasher, and washer and
dryer. In fact, replacing older appliances with
new Energy Star rated appliances could
result in substantial savings on your electric
bill.

Energy Star is joint program of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency and U.S.
Department of Energy that sets minimum
national energy efficiency standards for
appliances. Most major appliance manufac-
turers have volunteered to place the Energy
Star label and energy guide information on
products that meet or exceed these specifica-
tions.

Household appliances, including lighting,
account for around 23% of your home’s
energy consumption.  Add to this your water
heater, which accounts for an additional
20%.  You may be surprised to learn that if
your water heater is more than ten years old,
it may be only half as efficient as a new
model.

The difference in energy efficiency is just
as dramatic between an older refrigerator-
freezer and a new Energy Star qualified
appliance. Even if the older model is in good
working condition, its efficiency has proba-
bly degraded over the years due to loss of
refrigerants and leaky door seals.

For example, a 24.5 or greater cubic foot
refrigerator-freezer manufactured between
1990-92 uses around $177 worth of electrici-
ty each year (based on an average electric
rate of 12 cents per kilowatt). A new Energy
Star rated model of the same size would use
less than half the electricity and cost around
$67 per year to operate. You could save more
than $550 over five years by replacing the
old refrigerator with an energy-efficient
model.  

These comparisons are from the
“Refrigerator Retirement Savings
Calculator” included on the www.energys-
tar.gov web site. By inserting the manufac-
turing year and model number (and/or
approximate size) of your own refrigerator,
you can use this calculator to determine how
much you can save by replacing your old
appliance with a new one.

It may be unrealistic to assume that most
of us can afford to immediately purchase all

new Energy Star rated appliances for our
homes. However, it does make sense to start
comparison shopping now for appliances to
replace your older ones. This way, you will
have the time to make intelligent choices
later in choosing new, more energy-efficient
appliances.

In the meantime, how you use the home
appliances you own now can make a differ-
ence every day in your energy bills.
Lowering the temperature on your water
heater, washing clothes in warm or cold
water, using the dishwasher only when it is
full, even drying clothes on an old-fashioned
clothesline when the weather permits are just
a few of the ways to use less electricity.

One more tip: when you do replace that
old appliance, make sure you discard or
recycle it. Putting your old refrigerator in the
basement or garage and plugging it in
defeats the purpose of lowering your home
energy consumption.

This is the first of a series of articles
from Old Dominion Electric Cooperative, the
energy provider for twelve of the electric dis-
tribution cooperatives that serve Virginia,
Maryland and Delaware. 

Next Month: How to Read and
Understand the Energy Star Label.

The Live Wire is giving you two chances
to win a $10 credit on your bill in our new
monthly contest. Readers will need to search
the newsletter for two hidden account num-
bers within the text.

If one of these account numbers is
your Choptank Electric account number,
let us know about it by the fifth of the fol-
lowing month, you’ll win a $10 credit on
your bill!

Look through the Live Wire and if you
find your account number, send your name,
address, account and phone numbers to:
Anne Whaples, Watt’s Your Number?,
Choptank Electric, P.O. Box 430, Denton
MD 21629 or annew@choptankelectric.coop.  

Watt’s Your Number?

Choptank Trust     Replacing those old appliances?
Give Energy Star some thought Cont. from page 1

Check out “Touchstone
Energy Savers” at 

www.choptankelectric.coop

• McCready Foundation Alice B. Tawes
Nursing Home  - $2,856 for two adjustable
heavy-duty power floor lifts.
• Cecilton Volunteer Fire Company –$5,000
to assist with the purchase of a brush truck  
• Caroline Co. Recreation  & Parks – $390
for 10 scholarships to basketball program
• $4,371 awarded to disabled individuals for
assistance

Choptank Trust awards for Dec.

the McCready Foundation in Crisfield, Boys
and Girls Clubs of Cecil County, the
Dorchester Historical Society, churches and
schools, reading programs, therapeutic pro-
grams, and the Joseph House in Salisbury. In
all, the Trust has awarded over 400 grants to
organizations and individuals since 2004.

The Trust has also assisted individuals
with such items as ramps for access to their
homes, wheelchairs and other assistive
devices, medical care and education. The
Trust does not provide funds for overdue
bills or living expenses.

“The generosity of the members of
Choptank Electric has made it possible for
Operation Round Up and the Trust to make
a big difference here on the Eastern Shore,”
said Mr. Hubbard. “Operation Round Up,
was started by a co-op and has spread across
the county, is a true example of concern for
community, one of the seven cooperative
principals, and a core value of Touchstone
Energy, which is commitment to communi-
ty.”

Mr. Sandusky added, “We have an all-
volunteer board of directors who represent
each of the nine counties Choptank serves.
They put a lot of time and thought into
reviewing and deciding upon the applica-
tions we receive. I thank all of our directors
for their diligent service to the many com-
munities Choptank serves. I also want to
recognize the late William Morrison of
Denton, the first chairman of the board, who
was instrumental in getting our program off
the ground.”

Members of the Choptank Electric Trust
Board of Directors are: Thomas Sandusky,
president, Worcester County; Deborah
Carter, vice president, Cecil County;
Theodore Malkus, secretary, Dorchester
County; Edward Henry, treasurer, Wicomico
County; Robert Fitzgerald, Somerset
County; Kevin Moran, Talbot County; Jack
Wegener, Caroline County; Richard Cook,
Kent County; and John Roschy, Queen Anne
County. William Ferguson, manager of
accounting at the co-op, serves as liaison to
the Trust and Sandy Wood is the administra-
tive assistant.




