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Choptank Electric, P.O. Box 430, Denton, MD 21629;

or annew@choptankelectric.coop two months
prior to event if possible. Include phone number.
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C o m i n g  s o o n !

Officials from Old Dominion and Choptank Electric shown with one of the methane-fired generators at
the Worcester County landfill. From left: Louise Gulyas, vice president, Worcester Co. Commissioners;
Cecil Criss, senior electrical engineer; Fred Hubbard, president and CEO; Jack Reasor, ODEC president
and CEO; Pete Gallini, ODEC director of power supply; Nicole Gallini; Bob Behlke, vice president of
consumer affairs; Mike Wheatley, senior vice president of corporate services.

Distribution rate increase filed for 2008

Choptank, ODEC in gas-to-energy project

A ribbon cutting ceremony on July 9 for a Methane Power
Plant was the beginning of a gas-to-energy project at the
Worcester County central landfill.  

The landfill is on Choptank Electric lines. The co-op and
its power provider, Old Dominion Electric Cooperative
(ODEC), inked agreements to facilitate the purchase of the
electricity output from the plant, which will be sent over co-op
lines. Choptank will also meter output for Worcester County
and ODEC. 

Louise Gulyas, vice president of the commissioners, said
the project plays “a vital role in helping to protect our environ-
ment. . .Your trash is going to be our electricity,” she said, not-
ing it will ultimately provide electricity for 2,700 homes.

Choptank’s President and CEO Fred Hubbard said, “All of
us can be proud of this accomplishment on Maryland’s Eastern
Shore. Choptank is happy to partner with ODEC, Worcester
County and Curtis Engine, and we stand ready to work with
other counties on renewable projects like this one.”

Albert Grimes, president of Curtis Engine, the developer of
the project, thanked Choptank’s senior electrical engineer Cecil
Criss and ODEC’s Pete Gallini, director of power supply, for
their cooperation. Converting waste products to fuel is the
“beginning of an entire new industry. . . when every kilowatt
counts,”  Grimes said.

Landfills can be an abundant source of methane gas from

decaying material that is often burned off or dissipated to the
atmosphere with no resulting benefit. 

The Worcester Commissioners decided to use methane gas
from the landfill to power two, one-megawatt generators that
will produce enough electricity to sell power back to the elec-
tricity grid. At startup, the project will feature a single one
megawatt reciprocating engine generator and an enclosed flare
to combust any gas collected in excess of the generator’s capac-
ity. A second generator is planned for later in 2008, and a third
in 2009. 

“Community-based renewable energy projects are impor-
tant to ODEC and its member distribution cooperatives as we
strive to continue providing our member-consumers with reli-
able, affordable and environmentally responsible power,” said
Lisa Johnson, ODEC’s senior vice president for power supply.

“While this project can provide only a small percentage of
our total generation requirements, it provides additional
resource diversity for us. ODEC will continue to look for such
renewable energy projects for inclusion in our portfolio of gen-
eration resources throughout the three-state territory we serve,”
Ms. Johnson added.

ODEC is a generation-and-transmission cooperative that
provides wholesale power to 12 member electric distribution
cooperatives in Virginia, Maryland and Delaware, including
Choptank.  

Centreville Farmers Market, Sat., Wed., 9-1 thru Oct., Lawyers Row.
New producers/vendors call D. Greiner, 410-364-5689

Old St. Joseph’s Jousting Tournament & Horse Show, Aug. 6. Show,
9 a.m., tournament, 1:15 p.m. Old St. Joseph’s Church, Cordova.
Dinner 11:30 a.m. $1 at gate. 410-822-6915
Seafood Feast-I-Val, Rescue Fire Co., Aug. 9, 1-6, Sailwinds
Park, Cambridge. AUCE, crafts, live music. 410-228-1211

Charles “Bo” Grant, formerly of  The Platters, Chesapeake
College Todd Ctr. for Performing Arts, Aug. 9, 7 p.m. Benefits
Caroline Hospice, $50. 410-479-3500

Wicomico Farm & Home Show, Equestrian Center, Winter Pace
Park, Salisbury. Aug. 13-16. 410-860-2607

Union UM Church Ice Cream Social, Aug. 16, 4-7, food, home-
made ice cream, bake sale, country store. 410-742-7047

Great Pocomoke Fair, Broad St., Pocomoke City, Aug. 21-22,
5-10, Aug. 23, 8-11. www.thegreatpocomokefair.org 

Free concerts on the beach, N. Division St., Ocean City, Aug.
30-31, 8 p.m. 800-626-2326

Talbot Co. Relay for Life, Community Center, Sept. 5. 410-749-
1624, ext. 103 or 410-310-9104

Prostate Cancer Support Group, Sept. 9, 6:30 p.m., Shore Health
Cancer Ctr., Easton. 410-820-6800 ext. 108

Delmarva Bike Week, Ocean Downs/Ocean City area, Sept. 11-
13, 9-9, Sept. 14, 9-4. www.delmarvabikeweek.com

Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show, OC Convention Ctr., Sept. 12,
12-7, Sept. 13, 10-6, Sept. 14, 11-5. 804-746-7663

Native American Festival, Vienna Md., ball field. Sept. 13-14,
10-5. Grand entry at noon. Admission. 410-376-3889

Free prostate screening, Sept. 17, 5-8 p.m., Talbot Co. Health
Dept., must preregister, 410-820-6800.

Sunfest, OC inlet, food, crafts, headline entertainers, Sept. 19-
20, 10-10, Sept. 21, 10-6. 800-626-2326

Caroline Hospice Remembrance 5K Run/2 Mile Walk,
Federalsburg Marina Park, Sept. 20, registration 7:30 a.m.,
event at 9 a.m. 410-479-3500

DANCE: Pine Steppers Square Dance Club workshop Wed., 7
p.m., Ocean Pines Community Hall. 410-208-6331 or 208-6777;
Ocean Waves Square Dance, 2nd Sat., 8-10:30 p.m., Mid-Shore
YMCA, 715 S. Shumaker Dr., Salisbury. 410-873-2027 or 822-
7387; Pepper Steppers Square Dance, 2nd Sat., 8 p.m., First UM
Church Hall, Chestertown. 410-810-0926 or 410-778-4578;
Line dance, every Fri., Frat. Order of Eagles, 107 Alexander
Ave., Salisbury, beginners 6 p.m., dance follows. 410-749-1981

BINGO: Willards VFC, Thurs., 7 p.m., Lions Bldg., 410-835-
8678; Pittsville VFC, Fri., 7 p.m. 410-835-2323; Fedsbg. VFW,
Thurs., 7:20 p.m. 410-754-5020; Hurlock Legion, Fri., 7:30
p.m., 410-943-8205; Denton Legion, Tues., 6 p.m., 410-479-
2708; Redmen, Fruitland, Mon., 6:30 p.m. 410-742-6859;
Willards Lions, Tues., 7 p.m. 410-835-2328; Denton VFC, Fri.,
7:30 p.m.                      56901

MUSIC: Peninsulaires chorus, Tues. 7:30 p.m., St. Paul’s
Episcopal Fellowship Hall, Hebron. 410-251-0780; Ocean Bay
Sweet Adelines, Mon., 7 p.m., same location, 410-749-1194;
Delmarva Sweet Adelines, Mon., 7 p.m., Ocean Pines Comm.
Ctr. 410-641-6876; QA Barbershop Chorus, Wed., 6:30 p.m.,
Chesapeake College, Wye Mills. 410-827-7993; Bay Country
Chorus, Mon., 7 p.m., Miller Hall, behind Trinity Cathedral,
Easton. 410-770-8262; Worcester Chorale, Wed., 7 p.m.,
Community Church, Rt. 589, Ocean Pines. 410-208-1999;
Eastern Shore Bluegrass Assn., show & jam, 2nd Sun., 1 p.m.,
Marydel Fire Co. 302-674-3149 or 492-1048

Vietnam Vets of America, 1st Thurs., 7 p.m., Easton VFW. 410-
943-1374. Lower Shore, 3rd Thurs., VFW 194, Salisbury. 410-
651-0904

Choptank Electric, a Touchstone Energy
Cooperative, is proud to be part of the com-
munities we serve. That’s why we’re introduc-
ing the Co-op Connections Card that offers
you discounts on products, prescriptions and
services from participating local and national
businesses.

Each Choptank member will receive the
Co-op Connections card free in the mail in
October. 

There’s no signup or annual fees. You get
your card simply because you’re a member
of Choptank Electric.

Watch for updates in the Live Wire and
www.choptankelectric.coop.

Coming in October – Discover the
value of co-op membership.

Activity Singles Klub, Easton, 2nd Wed., 410-822-7468

Duplicate bridge: Riverside Homes, Salisbury, Mon., 7 p.m.,
410-835-8343; Tred Avon, Wed., noon, Talbot Community Ctr.,
Rt. 50, Easton. 410-226-5126  

Ocean Pines Camera Club, 2nd Mon., 7 p.m., OP Library. 410-
208-2555

U. of Md. Cooperative Extension Service Master Gardeners Plant
Clinic, Ocean Pines Library, Tues., 1-4. 410-641-5570

Friends of Ocean Pines Library, 2nd Mon., 10 a.m., 410-208-
2760

Sons of Confederate Vets Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey Camp 1940 &
friends, 1st Wed., 7 p.m., Wic. Library, Salisbury 410-641-9305

The complete list of standing events will return in the
September issue of the Live Wire.

The POWER of 
Co-op CONNECTIONS!

Choptank Electric has filed with the Public Service
Commission of Maryland to revise its rates and
charges for electric service, with a proposed effective
date of October 1, 2008. The co-op is proposing an
overall increase of 7.92 %.

“Our co-op has invested a considerable amount of
money in the infrastructure needed to keep the lights
on for our members in a safe and reliable manner,”
said Mike Wheatley, senior vice president for corpo-
rate services. 

“Choptank has invested greater than $93 million in
infrastructure during the past four years. To put that in
context, we spent $65 million the prior 15 years. The
increased amount reflects the higher costs of obtaining

materials and how much we are investing to increase
reliability.

“The cooperative is well aware of current econom-
ic conditions and the impact of rate increases on our
membership. We have been able to initiate some cost
saving measures and are actively looking for other
cost reductions in the way we conduct business to mit-
igate rate increases,” Mr. Wheatley added.

One of the key provisions of the increase is a pro-
posal to raise the consumer charge for residential and
commercial rates to $15.00. Choptank’s last distribu-
tion base rate increase of 2.94% was filed in October
of 2006. The last true increase prior to that was in
1991.




