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Memories ring out our /0th year

Choptank Electric has been celebrating its 70th
anniversary in 2008. We recognized the past 70 years
by asking members to send us memories of “life
before the REA.” We thank those who enlivened our
newsletter through the year and will conclude with
who wrote. Thanks to all of you for sharing!

Calvin and Dorothy Hastings celebrated their
54th wedding anniversary on Aug. 27, 2008 and for 50

- of those years,
they’ve been
Choptank
members. Mrs.
Hastings
writes: “In
1958, Calvin
and | bought a
house on

The Hastngs in 1958 and today.

Cathell Road in Berlin and we got our electricity from
Choptank Electric. We lived there for 20 years and

then built a house on Rt. 113 in Berlin. . .We are still
living here and using Choptank Electric, which makes
us 50 years with the co-op. Thank you Choptank for
your service.”

We hope the co-op played a small part in this long
and happy marriage by providing good service! The
couple has two daughters, Kathy and Teri.

Barbara B. Latta from Hurlock tells us she
enjoyed reading memories of the early years before
power came to parts of the ‘Shore. “I grew up in the
same conditions on Lake Ontario during the summers.
Ours was probably the only cottage without electricity
at Mexico Point, N.Y. We did just fine with kerosene
lamps and stove, the outhouse behind the barn and
water from a well. They were wonderful carefree sum-
mers and we never had a fire or accident — just a bad
case of sunburn at times! Thanks, | enjoy your
newsletter. . .”

Flora Towers, who lives in Arnold MD and has a
second home in Bishop's Head supplied by Choptank,
tells us:

“My childhood was spent in Bishop's Head in
Dorchester County. Electricity became available in
1948. | vividly remember the day | came home from
elementary school to find a new refrigerator with milk
and several bottles of soda in a perfect line next to a
glass water bottle with the name “Westinghouse’ on it.
I am sure there were other foods also, but | was
focused on the cold sodas! There was a light bulb in
the refrigerator that was activated by the opening of
the door. Even opening and closing the door was fun!

“There was a new washer, a griddle/toaster that
made the best grilled ham and cheese sandwiches, an
iron, a radio, and most amazing of all ... lights
throughout the house activated by the simple move-
ment of a switch! There were ceiling lights and table
lamps and floor lamps and wall lamps...such a change
from a few oil lamps moved from room to room. Fans
to cool in the summer, an electric mixer, and television
would soon follow as would many other electrical
gadgets of the 1950s.

“There was a whole new world outside at night.
The new outdoor lights complemented the moon and
the stars. Christmas brought lights for the trees, the
house and the lawn. Candoliers could be seen in many
windows during the holidays.

“As a child I didn't realize how much change came
with a few wires, switches and fuses ... but even then |
knew it was wonderful.”

We also heard from Sara Morris, a former
Choptank Electric Youth Tour member whose experi-
ences with the co-op have truly become part of her
life’s work. (Cont. on p. 2)

Co-op business offices in Chestertown, Pocomoke to close

Choptank Electric’s business offices in Chestertown and Pocomoke will close as of December 31. There will
be no change to electric operations facilities and services. The business offices may be closed one or two days per

week this month contingent upon available staffing.

Robert P. Behlke, vice president of consumer affairs, said co-op members who have been using these offices to
pay bills have a number of alternatives. “There are 24-hour drop boxes available at every office as well as online

payment by credit card or check, and the US mail,”

he said. Other payment arrangements including bank draft

authorization, automatic credit card payments, and payment by credit or debit card can be made by calling the
Customer Service Center at 877-892-0001 during regular business hours.

“Like many businesses in the current economic climate, we are carefully watching our bottom line. The most
cost-effective move at this time is to close these two business offices,” he said.

Mr. Behlke emphasized this move will have no effect on district electric operations and service out of

Chestertown or Pocomoke.

Warming the Hearts of Delmarva Winter Coat Collection

Celebrate Choptank’s 8th year of sponsorship —
Please bring new or gently worn adult or children’s coats to
co-op offices in Berlin, Salisbury or Denton District.
Coats will be distributed to those in need by the Salvation Army. g
Coats accepted through December 31.
Thank you and Happy Holidays!!
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fStraight Talk” — A thimbleful of vision

By Bob Behlke
Vice President, Consumer Affairs

People predict the future
poorly because there are so
many variables beyond the
knowledge and, yes, imagina-
tion of the human mind.

In 1998, Google, Inc. was
conceived in the Stanford
University dorm room of two
graduate students. No one predicted that by
2008, Google would be the Internet’s most
widely accepted search engine.

Google’s incredible growth came to
mind recently when I learned its founders
were investing $10 million in the develop-
ment of plug-in hybrid electric vehicles
(another innovation not predicted 10 years
ago).

As the electric utility industry works
with others to address the problem of global
climate change, one thing is clear: techno-
logical innovation flowing from human cre-
ativity is virtually limitless.

We will need the creative energy of our
best engineering minds if we are to find a
balanced solution that meets the nation’s
growing appetite for energy while meeting
industry’s obligation to help reduce green-
house gases.

Part of the co-op challenge is to convince
elected representatives that technological
innovation offers the best strategy for reach-
ing affordable and long term solutions.

In co-op boardrooms today, directors are
taking a long, hard look at the effectiveness
of energy efficiency and conservation in
order to maximize the value of member serv-
ice and minimize the impact outside factors
are having on electric bills. Not since the
energy crises of the 1970s-early 1980s have
efficiency and conservation received so
much attention.

Electric cooperatives are recognized
industry leaders in promoting energy effi-
ciency to help consumer-members reduce
electricity consumption and save money.
Virtually all electric co-ops provide energy

efficiency education to their members, while
more than 40 percent offer services such as
high-efficiency lighting systems, geothermal
and air-source heat pumps, energy audits,
insulation, and Energy Star appliances.

A free and open market for new ideas
and new technology, unfettered by govern-
ment restraints, is the best incubator for
those solutions. Importantly, any proposed
solution that increases rates and puts the cost
of electricity out of reach for our consumer-
members is unacceptable.

In the 1930s, electric co-ops demonstrat-
ed their vision for a more productive rural
America by committing to delivering elec-
tricity to the very last house on the line.
Their vision — and the work of those who
followed in their footsteps — built a genera-
tion and distribution network that reliably
serves 40 million Americans in 47 states
today.

A thimbleful of their vision will be
enough to guide us through the current chal-
lenge. May we be worthy of their legacy.

More memories from 70 years (cont. from p1)

“My mother mailed me a copy of “Live
Wire” with the request for memories. . .1 don't
want to miss my opportunity to share my
family’s stories.

“My grandfather, Walter T. Morris Jr.
served as a director on Choptank's board for
many years. . . .1 attended Youth Tour in
1992. | had the honor of being selected as the
Maryland representative for the NRECA
Youth Consulting Board. Both my grandfa-
ther's service to Choptank and my experience
on the Youth Consulting Board influenced my
life long after | came back from the national
meeting. 214501

“As a history major at Mary Baldwin
College, | had to complete an oral history
project. . .I selected to interview my grandfa-
ther concerning the arrival of electricity to
our farm outside of Chestertown. My experi-
ence with Youth Tour made me realize the
importance of REA and this project gave me
the opportunity to learn more.

“My connection to REA did not end with
this paper. After a BA in History and Master
of Library Science degree, | started working
on an MA in history. After a class on rural
women, | found my true love — rural/agri-
cultural history. My experience at Youth Tour
taught me that to live in a rural area of the
United States meant many different things.
While | believed that Chestertown was at the
end of the earth, | learned from my fellow
YCB members that | might as well have lived
in a city. I still remember Connie Shaw of
Nebraska telling me she lived in town during
the school year because her family's ranch
was too far away from the local public school
to commute daily.

“When it came time to write my thesis |
went back to REA and electricity, and in a
way back to my grandfather and Choptank.
My thesis looked at the promoters of house-

hold appliances to rural women in
Mississippi from 1930 to 1939. . .1 have
never tired of reading about the joy electricity
brought to rural Americans.

“As a graduate instructor 1. . .told my stu-
dents about the importance of REA. Many of
them knew what cooperatives were, but had
no idea how they came into being. For young
men and women who cannot imagine life
without an Ipod, laptop and the Internet, life
before electricity is unimaginable. . .

“l wrote a few thank-you notes to
Choptank. . .for my Youth Tour and YCB
experiences. | hope this one many years later
will once again convey my gratitude.”

Ms. Morris is the Librarian for American
History at the University of Kansas Libraries.
We will print the script of her interview with
her grandfather in “Live Wire” in 2009.

We also received a nice note from
Margaret Bowling: “Having read the articles
in the ‘Live Wire’ | want to thank you. The
articles are a blessing and we appreciate all
of them. We could especially relate to the
stories from Wayne Cawley and Harry
Harding, and when the REA brought electric-
ity to life on the shore. My mom lived to be
105 and I am 87. We lived in a different part
of the country, but in the same era — before
electricity — so I know what it was like at that
time. Electricity is now bringing life to so
many in so many ways. We are all so blessed
by so many advancements and technologies
in our country.”

| - Two account
numbers are hidden in this issue.

Send name, address, account and phone to:
Anne Whaples, Watt’s Your Number?,
Choptank Electric, P.O. Box 430, Denton MD
21629 or annew@choptankelectric.coop.

Hubbard, Davis elected
at ODEC, statewide

Olin S. Davis III, secretary-treasurer of
the board of directors of Choptank Electric,
has been elected treasurer of
the Virginia, Maryland &
Delaware Association of
Electric Cooperatives
(VMDAEC).

Mr. Davis is a seventh
generation grain and poultry
producer from Galena. He has
served on the board of direc-
tors of Choptank Electric since
1989.

Richard Johnstone,
VMDAEC executive vice
' president, said, “Olin’s expert-
,‘ ise in financial management
o 3 and lifelong dedication to
HUBBARD  ¢lectric co-ops will be a
tremendous asset to our organization.”

Fred Hubbard, president and CEO, has
been re-elected vice-chairman of the Board of
Directors of Old Dominion Electric
Cooperative (ODEC), Choptank’s power sup-
plier.

He serves on the Executive, Power
Supply and the By-Law and Policy commit-
tees, and has been on ODEC’s board since
1991.

RATE CASE STILL PENDING — The
rate case for a revision to Choptank’s rates
and charges for electric service filed on June
27 by the co-op with the Maryland Public
Service Commission (PSC) is still pending.

The effective date of the increase is
expected to be the beginning of 2009.

The last distribution base rate increase
was October of 2006; the last true increase
prior to that was 1991.




