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Celebrating
70 years of service

1938-2008

SQUARE DANCE: Pine Steppers, 4th Sat., Jan.-Oct., Comm.
Church of Ocean Pines. 410-208-6331; Ocean Waves, 2nd Sat., 8-
10:30 p.m., Mid-Shore YMCA, 715 S. Shumaker Dr., Salisbury.
410-873-2027/822-7387; Pepper Steppers, 2nd Sat., 8 p.m., First
UM Church Hall, Chestertown, 410-810-0926 or 410-778-4578;
Line dance, every Fri., Frat. Order of Eagles, 107 Alexander Ave.,
Salisbury, beginners 6 p.m., 410-749-1981; Dorchester Swingers,
Maple Elem., Egypt Rd., Cambridge, 8-10, 1st Fri. 410-822-7535
BINGO: Willards VFC, Thurs., 7 p.m., Lions Bldg., 410-835-
8678; Pittsville VFC, Fri., 7 p.m. 410-835-2323; Fedsbg. VFW,
Thurs., 7:20 p.m. 410-754-5020; Hurlock Legion, Fri., 7:30 p.m.,
410-943-8205; Denton Legion, Tues., 6 p.m., 410-479-2708;
Redmen, Fruitland, Mon., 6:30 p.m. 410-742-6859; Willards
Lions, Tues., 7 p.m. 410-835-2328; Denton VFC, Fri., 7:30 p.m.                   
MUSIC: Peninsulaires, Tues. 7:30 p.m., St. Paul’s Episc. Hall,
Hebron. 410-251-0780; Ocean Bay Sweet Adelines, Mon., 7 p.m.,
same location, 410-749-1194; Delmarva Sweet Adelines, Mon., 7
p.m., Ocean Pines Comm. Ctr. 410-641-6876; QA Barbershop,
Wed., 6:30 p.m., Chesapeake Coll., Wye Mills. 410-827-7993; Bay
Country Chorus, Mon., 7 p.m., Miller Hall, behind Trinity
Cathedral, Easton. 410-770-8262; Worcester Chorale, Wed., 7
p.m., Comm. Church Ocean Pines. 410-208-1999; Eastern Shore
Bluegrass, show & jam, 2nd Sun., 1 p.m., Marydel Fire Co. 302-
674-3149 or 492-1048
Vietnam Vets of Amer., 1st Thurs., 7 p.m., Easton VFW. 410-943-
1374; 3rd Thurs., VFW 194, Salisbury. 410-651-0904
Disabled American Vets Chap. 34, 4th Thurs., 1 p.m., Meuse VFW
Post 194, Salisbury. 410-749-4518
Chesapeake Christian Riders CMA 453, 1st Thurs, Bob Evans
Restaurant, Easton, 6 p.m. 410-943-8325
Mid-Shore A.B.A.T.E., 2nd Tues., 7:30 p.m., Easton VFW.
www.midshoreabate.com
Women Supporting Women (breast cancer group), 3rd Wed., 7
p.m., Atlantic Business Ctr., Ste. 213, Berlin, 410-641-2849
TOPS weight loss: Tues., 6 p.m., Worcester Co. Health Dept.;
Thurs., 7 p.m., Christ UMC, Salisbury, 410-546-4197/543-9039;
Church of God, Easton, 6 p.m. 410-822-2630/673-2248
Medical coverage for pregnant women & children to age 19. Kent,
410-778-7035, QA, 410-758-0720, Tal., 410-819-5690
SELF-HELP: Denton AA, 105 Gay St., Thurs., 8 p.m.; Co-
Dependents, Sun., 6:30 p.m., Christ UMC, Salisbury. 410-376-
0164; Dual Recovery, Wor. Library, Pocomoke, Mon., 7 p.m.;
Overeaters, Sat., 10 a.m., Christ UM Church, Salisbury. 410-376-
0164; Thur., 5 p.m., Buckingham Presby., 20 S. Main, Berlin. 410-
629-0679; Mon. 5:15 p.m., Health Ed., Memorial Hosp., Easton;
Fri. noon, St. Mark’s UMC, Easton. 410-
820-0006
Merry Widows & Widowers, 3rd Tues.,
2:30 p.m., Ocean Pines CC. 410-208-
6207; Beach Singles 45+, last Tues, 6
p.m. 410-208-3974; Delmarva Singles
50+, 1st Wed., 6 p.m. 410-742-8310
Nat’l Assn. Active & Retired Fed.
Employees, Chap. 1261, Salisbury, 3rd
Thurs., 410-896-2671; Chap. 2274, Wor.
Co., 4th Thurs., Jordan’s Rooftop, OC,
11:30 a.m., 410-641-5570
Activity Singles Klub, Easton, 2nd Wed.,
410-822-7468
DUPLICATE BRIDGE: Riverside
Homes, Salisbury, Mon., 7 p.m., 410-835-
8343; Tred Avon, Wed., noon, Talbot
Comm. Ctr., Rt. 50, Easton. 410-226-
5126  
Ocean Pines Camera Club, 2nd Mon., 7
p.m., library. 410-208-2555
U. of Md. Cooperative Extension Service
Master Gardeners Plant Clinic, Ocean
Pines Library, Tues., 1-4. 410-641-5570

Join the thousands of American consumers who have already sent over 1,439,000 let-
ters and emails to elected officials asking about our nation's energy and climate policy.
Electric cooperative members will be affected by any federal action and we need you to
begin a dialogue with your members of the new 111th Congress in January about
America’s energy future. Productive dialogue with your legislators will help make them
aware of the crisis we face.

Go to www.ourenergy.coop or send in the coupon below and we will forward your
message. Additional information is on our website.

I would like to participate in the national conversation on energy production, research
and technology, and affordability. At the appropriate times during the next year, please
send, on my behalf, three electronic messages regarding these topics to my member of
Congress. We cannot forward your request to Congress unless all of the blanks are completed.

Name

Address

City, State,Zip

Email address

We need your e-mail in order to send this message. Thank you!

Send coupon to: Choptank Electric Co-op, Attn: Bob Behlke, PO Box 430, Denton MD 21629

Friends of Ocean Pines Library, 2nd Mon., 10 a.m., 410-208-2760

AARP Tax-Aides will do federal & state tax returns, Feb. Mar.,
April by appointment only. No restrictions. Call 410-208-1458
Tidewater Stamp Club, 14 S. Harrison St., Easton, 2nd & 4th
Tues., 7:30 p.m.                                   990069901
Writers Bloc, 3rd Sat., Rm. 3, Wicomico Co. Library, Salisbury,
1 p.m. All welcome.
Sons of Confederate Vets Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey Camp 1940,
1st Wed., 7 p.m., Wic. Library, Salisbury 410-641-9305
Pine’eer Craft & Gift Shop, Ocean Pines Comm. Ctr., 239 Ocean
Pkwy., every Sat. & Sun., 10-4.
Federalsburg VFC, breakfast 4th Sun., 7-10. $6, kids $3; >3 free.
Preston Vol. Fire Co., AUCE breakfast, 1st Sun., 7-10, $6.
Brain Tumor Awareness & Support, 2nd Tues, Comm. Found. of
Eastern Shore, Salisbury, 6:30. 410-443-1342
Delmarva Detachment Marine Corps League, 2nd Wed., 7,
American Legion, Post 64, Salisbury. 410-341-4616

Bingo, Dec. 7, 1 p.m., Cordova Fire Hall, benefits St. Paul’s
Lutheran Youth group. 410-364-5147 or 822-6249.
Christmas Home Tour, Community Club of Preston, Dec. 7, 2-5.
Tickets, 410-673-7713, 673-7193, 943-1190.
Queen Anne’s Chorale Holiday Concert, Dec. 6, 7:30, Christ
Episc., Kent Is., Dec. 7, Centreville UMC, 4 p.m. 410-827-0825.
Benefit Christmas Bazaar, Christ Church, St. Michaels, Dec. 13,
9-12, parish house. 410-745-9076
Enchanted Campground, Martinak State Park, Dec. 15-31, bene-
fits Caroline Hospice. 410-479-3500
Christmas in St. Michaels, Dec. 13-14, 10-5, historic area. Fund-
raiser for community. 410-745-0745  
Luminary celebration, Vienna, Dec. 20, tram rides, open houses
6-9, 1500 luminaries. 410-376-3286 or 376-3827.

Christmas dance, The Jones Boys, Dec. 21, 2-6, Harrington
Moose Lodge, Rt. 13N. Benefits Mid-Shore Bucks Teams.
Noel Community Christmas Day dinner, 11-2, St. Paul’s By-the-
Sea, Ocean City. All welcome. Donations of non-perishables and
toys accepted Dec. 23-24, 10-12 at church. 410-289-3453
“Getting Started with Genealogy,” Jan. 23, 7 p.m., Caroline
Library, Greensboro. Free.
Caroline Co. Performing Arts Showcase, Jan. 30, 7 p.m., 410-
479-1343, Denton Library.

Act now to meet our energy challenges

Memories ring out our 70th year

Co-op business offices in Chestertown, Pocomoke to close

Choptank Electric has been celebrating its 70th
anniversary in 2008. We recognized the past 70 years
by asking members to send us memories of “life
before the REA.” We thank those who enlivened our
newsletter through the year and will conclude with
who wrote. Thanks to all of you for sharing!

Calvin and Dorothy Hastings celebrated their
54th wedding anniversary on Aug. 27, 2008 and for 50

of those years,
they’ve been
Choptank
members. Mrs.
Hastings
writes: “In
1958, Calvin
and I bought a
house on

Cathell Road in Berlin and we got our electricity from
Choptank Electric. We lived there for 20 years and
then built a house on Rt. 113 in Berlin. . .We are still
living here and using Choptank Electric, which makes
us 50 years with the co-op. Thank you Choptank for
your service.” 

We hope the co-op played a small part in this long
and happy marriage by providing good service! The
couple has two daughters, Kathy and Teri.

Barbara B. Latta from Hurlock tells us she
enjoyed reading memories of the early years before
power came to parts of the ‘Shore. “I grew up in the
same conditions on Lake Ontario during the summers.
Ours was probably the only cottage without electricity
at Mexico Point, N.Y. We did just fine with kerosene
lamps and stove, the outhouse behind the barn and
water from a well. They were wonderful carefree sum-
mers and we never had a fire or accident – just a bad
case of sunburn at times! Thanks, I enjoy your
newsletter. . .”

Flora Towers, who lives in Arnold MD and has a
second home in Bishop's Head supplied by Choptank,
tells us:

“My childhood was spent in Bishop's Head in
Dorchester County. Electricity became available in
1948. I vividly remember the day I came home from
elementary school to find a new refrigerator with milk
and several bottles of soda in a perfect line next to a
glass water bottle with the name ‘Westinghouse’ on it.
I am sure there were other foods also, but I was
focused on the cold sodas! There was a light bulb in
the refrigerator that was activated by the opening of
the door. Even opening and closing the door was fun!

“There was a new washer, a griddle/toaster that
made the best grilled ham and cheese sandwiches, an
iron, a radio, and most amazing of all ... lights
throughout the house activated by the simple move-
ment of a switch! There were ceiling lights and table
lamps and floor lamps and wall lamps…such a change
from a few oil lamps moved from room to room. Fans
to cool in the summer, an electric mixer, and television
would soon follow as would many other electrical
gadgets of the 1950s.

“There was a whole new world outside at night.
The new outdoor lights complemented the moon and
the stars. Christmas brought lights for the trees, the
house and the lawn. Candoliers could be seen in many
windows during the holidays.

“As a child I didn't realize how much change came
with a few wires, switches and fuses ... but even then I
knew it was wonderful.”                     

We also heard from Sara Morris, a former
Choptank Electric Youth Tour member whose experi-
ences with the co-op have truly become part of her
life’s work.                                          (Cont. on p. 2)

The Hastings in 1958 and today.

Warming the Hearts of Delmarva Winter Coat Collection
Celebrate Choptank’s 8th year of sponsorship —

Please bring new or gently worn adult or children’s coats to 
co-op offices in Berlin, Salisbury or Denton District.

Coats will be distributed to those in need by the Salvation Army.
Coats accepted through December 31. 

Thank you and Happy Holidays!!

Choptank Electric’s business offices in Chestertown and Pocomoke will close as of December 31. There will
be no change to electric operations facilities and services. The business offices may be closed one or two days per
week this month contingent upon available staffing. 

Robert P. Behlke, vice president of consumer affairs, said co-op members who have been using these offices to
pay bills have a number of alternatives. “There are 24-hour drop boxes available at every office as well as online
payment by credit card or check, and the US mail,” he said. Other payment arrangements including bank draft
authorization, automatic credit card payments, and payment by credit or debit card can be made by calling the
Customer Service Center at 877-892-0001 during regular business hours.

“Like many businesses in the current economic climate, we are carefully watching our bottom line. The most
cost-effective move at this time is to close these two business offices,” he said. 

Mr. Behlke emphasized this move will have no effect on district electric operations and service out of
Chestertown or Pocomoke.

May yourMay your
holidays beholidays be

bright!bright!



Co-op Connections Card Participating Businesses
These businesses have joined the Connections Card since Sept. 15:
A.S.A.P. Pumping Service, 6714 Forest Grove Rd., Parsonsburg MD
21849 410-860-0707; $10.00 Off Septic Cleaning; $5.00 Off
Monthly Restroom Rental
All American Electric Service LLC, 25289 Smith Landing Rd.,
Denton MD 21629, 410-479-1277; 10% Discount on Service
Changes or Upgrades
Amber Nicole’s Bridal & Formal, 111 Baptist St., Salisbury MD
21801, 410-543-9163; 10% Off Purchase (not redeemable on sale
items)
Bay Broadband, 116 C S. Lynchburg St., Chestertown MD 21620,
410-810-1050; $25.00 Credit On 1st Bill, plus additional savings
offer
BeautiControl Cosmetics, 7 Shady Dr., Cambridge MD 21613, 410-
376-9908; 10% Off any order of $50.00 or more
Blue Crab Coffee Company, 102 Fremont St., St. Michaels MD
21663, 410-745-4155; $1.00 Off Purchases Over $10.00
Caboodle Cartridge of Centreville, 108 Broadway, Centreville MD
21617, 410-758-0300; Save Additional 5% Retail Price - Up To 70%
Savings
Card in the Yard of Maryland, 11876 Holly Plains Dr., Ridgely
MD 21660, 410-253-0514; One Free Extra Day With 1st Day Rental
Caroline Country Club, 24820 Pealiquor Rd., Denton MD 21629,
410-479-1425; 15% Off All Golf Shop Merchandise
Cecilton Lions Charities, Inc., P O Box 707, Cecilton MD 21913,
410-275-1138; 15% Off Listed Price of Used Boats
Coldmaster Refrigeration Service, Inc., 215 Railroad Ave., Preston
MD 21655, 410-673-7999; 10% Discount on Service Rates;
Discounted Equipment Replacement
Collins Consulting Services, LLC, PO Box 384, Secretary MD
21664, 410-943-8738; 10% Discount on any human resource
services
Commitment Fitness 24 Hour Gym, 123 Coursevall Dr., Centreville
MD 21617, 443-262-9994; 30% Off Enrollment
Cove Bait & Tackle, Taylor’s Island MD, 514 Taylors Island Rd.,
Taylor’s Island MD 21669, 410-228-1320; 10% Discount on All
Fishing Equipment
Creative Compliments, Inc., 11310 Manklin Creek Rd., Suite 2,
Ocean Pines MD 21811, 410-208-4968; 10% Off In Stock Retail
Sales. No Discount on Special Orders or Sales Items
Curves of Easton, 350 N. Aurora St., Easton MD 21601, 410-822-
8277; $100.00 Off Sign Up Fee & 1st Month Free
Curves of St. Michaels, 933 S. Talbot St., St. Michaels MD 21663,
410-745-0977; $100.00 Off Sign Up Fee & 1st Month Free
Danny’s Auto Body, LLC, 325 S. University Ave., Federalsburg
MD 21631, 410-754-8556; $15.00 Discount On Full Interior &
Exterior Auto Detailing
Danny’s Marine, 3559 Chateau Dr., East New Market MD 21631,
410-228-0234; Free 1st Service with the Purchase of New Suzuki
Outboard Motor
Delmarva Broadcasting, PO Box 909, Salisbury MD 21803, 410-
219-3500; 15% Discount When Purchasing Advertising on Two or
More DBC Radio Stations
Delmarva Homes, Inc., PO Box 317, Hebron MD 21880, 410-543-
2344; $5000 Towards Closing Cost or $5000 in Options/Additions
Duraclean Services, 28 Briarcrest Dr., Berlin MD 21811, 410-208-
9333; 20% Off Our Regular Price & a Free Application For 1st
Service Call
Edge Energy Think Drink, On-Line Business/Please visit our web-
site, Pocomoke MD 21851, 443-783-2019;  Free Sports Bottle ($7
value) with initial order
Edward Jones - Tom Orem, Financial Advisor, 114 N. West St.,
Suite A, Easton MD 21601, 410-770-5858; Free Portfolio, Life
Insurance and Annuity Reviews w/Analysis
EZSignsOnline.com, PO Box 39, Worton MD 21678, 800-640-8180;
10% Discount on any sign purchase made on
www.ezsignonline.com
Frank B. Rhodes Furniture Maker, 535 Morgnec Rd., Chestertown
MD 21620, 410-778-3993; 20% Off All Fabric Orders. (Cannot be

combined with other discounts)
Fred Frederick Chrysler Dodge Jeep, 8562 Ocean Gateway, Easton
MD 21601, 410-822-2100; Free Oil Changes, Loaner Vehicle For
Service Repairs, & More
Greensborough Trading Co., 105 South Main St., Greensboro MD,
21639, 410-482-2200; 10% Off Anything in Store, Monday thru
Thursday
Healthpetslive.com, 12820 Porters Landing Rd., Greensboro MD
21639, 410-482-6069; Order As Autoship & Receive 20% Discount
On Every Order - Wholesale Prices
hype. purveyors of fun things, 413 S. Talbot St., St. Michaels MD
21663, 410-745-9192; 10% Off Purchases Over $20.00
Inside Out Car Care, 726 S. Salisbury Blvd., Salisbury MD 21801,
410-860-0800; 10% Off All Detail Packages
Jiffy Lube of Dover, 236 S. Dupont Highway, Dover DE 19901,
302-674-8282; $3.00 Off Signature Oil Change
Joslex Web Design, 111 Cedar Rd., Chester MD 21619, 410-320-
6572; $50.00 Off Any New Website
Kirkwood Pest Control, Inc., 89 Club La., Earleville MD 21919,
410-275-2832; 10% Off Services
Liberty Tax Service, 717 S. Salisbury Blvd., Salisbury MD 21801,
410-742-6200; $25.00 Off Tax Preparation Service
M. C. Appraisals & Home Inspections, PO Box 156, Grasonville
MD 21638; 410-827-0771; 10% Discount on any Real Estate
Appraisal or Home Inspection (local only)
Natural Concepts Landscape, 4224 Steele Neck Rd., Vienna MD
21869, 410-376-2121; 10% Off Labor Rates Up To $500
Newport Homes, 11104 Worcester Hwy., Berlin MD 21811, 410-
641-0654; $1500 Off Appliances On New Home Purchases
OC Comfort Services, 8850 Gander La., Berlin MD 21811, 410-
641-4332; $25.00 Off Any Service Call. **New Customers Only
P.S. I Love You Scrapbooking, 331 N. Aurora St., Easton MD
21601, 410-820-7510; Save 10% on All Purchases
Pat’s Pizza Family Restaurant, 1151 S. Salisbury Blvd., Salisbury
MD 21801, 410-677-0877; 10% Off Order Over $10.00
Pizza Hut/Chestertown, Rt. 213 North, Chestertown MD 21620,
410-778-1070; $3 Off Any Large Pizza or $3 Off Any Medium
Pizza
Pizza Hut/Denton, N. 6th St., Denton MD 21629, 410-479-1311; $3
Off Any Large Pizza or $3 Off Any Medium Pizza
Pizza Hut/Stevensville, Rt. 50/301, Stevensville MD 21666, 410-
643-2700; $3 Off Any Large Pizza or $3 Off Any Medium Pizza
Prints Charming Photography, 123 Bloomingdale Ave., Federalsburg
MD 21632, 410-822-0805; 20% Off Wedding Photography Package
Pro Tile Distributors, Inc., 9028 Worcester Highway, Building C,
Berlin MD 21811, 410-629-0043; 20% Off Suggested Retail
Products
Roto-Rooter Plumbing & Drain Service, 8919 Double Hill Rd.,
Denton MD 21629, 410-822-6345; $25.00 Off Any Service; 15%
Off Services For Seniors & Active Military
Shore Skin Solutions, 7109 Main St., Queenstown MD 21658, 410-
827-8002; 10% Off Any Single Skin Care Service
Shorefast Internet!, 120 E. Main St., Salisbury MD 21801, 410-219-
3406; Unlimited Dial-Up Internet $14.95/Month
Shoreupdate.com, 111 Cedar Rd., Chester MD 21619, 443-308-
0930; $5.00 Off Any Classified Listing Upgrade - Use The Coupon
Code
Shure-Line Electrical, 100 Artisan Dr., Smyrna DE 19977, 302-218-
5389; 10% Discount
Suzie’s Seafood Market, 4 South 5th Ave., Denton MD 21629, 410-
479-3922; 15% Off Any Purchase M - F and Sundays 11A - 3P
The Susquehanna Corporation, 69 Stites Lane., North East MD
21901, 410-658-0122; 10%
Unity Landscape Design/Build, PO Box 26, Kennedyville MD
21645, 410-348-5566; Multiple Purchase Discounts
Vent Sweepers, Inc., 94 Pinewood Rd., Earleville MD 21919, 410-
275-2711; 10% Off Dryer Vent Cleaning

“My mother mailed me a copy of ‘Live
Wire’ with the request for memories. . .I don't
want to miss my opportunity to share my
family’s stories.

“My grandfather, Walter T. Morris Jr.
served as a director on Choptank's board for
many years. . . .I attended Youth Tour in
1992. I had the honor of being selected as the
Maryland representative for the NRECA
Youth Consulting Board. Both my grandfa-
ther's service to Choptank and my experience
on the Youth Consulting Board influenced my
life long after I came back from the national
meeting.    214501

“As a history major at Mary Baldwin
College, I had to complete an oral history
project. . .I selected to interview my grandfa-
ther concerning the arrival of electricity to
our farm outside of Chestertown. My experi-
ence with Youth Tour made me realize the
importance of REA and this project gave me
the opportunity to learn more. 

“My connection to REA did not end with
this paper. After a BA in History and Master
of Library Science degree, I started working
on an MA in history. After a class on rural
women, I found my true love — rural/agri-
cultural history. My experience at Youth Tour
taught me that to live in a rural area of the
United States meant many different things.
While I believed that Chestertown was at the
end of the earth, I learned from my fellow
YCB members that I might as well have lived
in a city. I still remember Connie Shaw of
Nebraska telling me she lived in town during
the school year because her family's ranch
was too far away from the local public school
to commute daily.     

“When it came time to write my thesis I
went back to REA and electricity, and in a
way back to my grandfather and Choptank.
My thesis looked at the promoters of house-

hold appliances to rural women in
Mississippi from 1930 to 1939. . .I have
never tired of reading about the joy electricity
brought to rural Americans.

“As a graduate instructor I. . .told my stu-
dents about the importance of REA. Many of
them knew what cooperatives were, but had
no idea how they came into being. For young
men and women who cannot imagine life
without an Ipod, laptop and the Internet, life
before electricity is unimaginable. . .

“I wrote a few thank-you notes to
Choptank. . .for my Youth Tour and YCB
experiences. I hope this one many years later
will once again convey my gratitude.”

Ms. Morris is the Librarian for American
History at the University of Kansas Libraries.
We will print the script of her interview with
her grandfather in “Live Wire” in 2009.

We also received a nice note from
Margaret Bowling: “Having read the articles
in the ‘Live Wire’ I want to thank you. The
articles are a blessing and we appreciate all
of them. We could especially relate to the
stories from Wayne Cawley and Harry
Harding, and when the REA brought electric-
ity to life on the shore. My mom lived to be
105 and I am 87. We lived in a different part
of the country, but in the same era – before
electricity – so I know what it was like at that
time. Electricity is now bringing life to so
many in so many ways. We are all so blessed
by so many advancements and technologies
in our country.”

More memories from 70 years (Cont. from p1)

Olin S. Davis III, secretary-treasurer of
the board of directors of Choptank Electric,

has been elected treasurer of
the Virginia, Maryland &
Delaware Association of
Electric Cooperatives
(VMDAEC).

Mr. Davis is a seventh
generation grain and poultry
producer from Galena. He has
served on the board of direc-
tors of Choptank Electric since
1989.

Richard Johnstone,
VMDAEC executive vice
president, said, “Olin’s expert-
ise in financial management
and  lifelong dedication to
electric co-ops will be a

tremendous asset to our organization.”
Fred Hubbard, president and CEO, has

been re-elected vice-chairman of the Board of
Directors of Old Dominion Electric
Cooperative (ODEC), Choptank’s power sup-
plier.

He serves on the Executive, Power
Supply and the By-Law and Policy commit-
tees, and has been on ODEC’s board since
1991. 

Hubbard, Davis elected
at ODEC, statewide

DAVIS

HUBBARD

By Bob Behlke
Vice President, Consumer Affairs

People predict the future
poorly because there are so
many variables beyond the
knowledge and, yes, imagina-
tion of the human mind. 

In 1998, Google, Inc. was
conceived in the Stanford
University dorm room of two

graduate students. No one predicted that by
2008, Google would be the Internet’s most
widely accepted search engine.

Google’s incredible growth came to
mind recently when I learned its founders
were investing $10 million in the develop-
ment of plug-in hybrid electric vehicles
(another innovation not predicted 10 years
ago). 

As the electric utility industry works
with others to address the problem of global
climate change, one thing is clear: techno-
logical innovation flowing from human cre-
ativity is virtually limitless. 

We will need the creative energy of our
best engineering minds if we are to find a
balanced solution that meets the nation’s
growing appetite for energy while meeting
industry’s obligation to help reduce green-
house gases. 

Part of the co-op challenge is to convince
elected representatives that technological
innovation offers the best strategy for reach-
ing affordable and long term solutions.  

In co-op boardrooms today, directors are
taking a long, hard look at the effectiveness
of energy efficiency and conservation in
order to maximize the value of member serv-
ice and minimize the impact outside factors
are having on electric bills. Not since the
energy crises of the 1970s-early 1980s have
efficiency and conservation received so
much attention.

Electric cooperatives are recognized
industry leaders in promoting energy effi-
ciency to help consumer-members reduce
electricity consumption and save money.
Virtually all electric co-ops provide energy

efficiency education to their members, while
more than 40 percent offer services such as
high-efficiency lighting systems, geothermal
and air-source heat pumps, energy audits,
insulation, and Energy Star appliances.

A free and open market for new ideas
and new technology, unfettered by govern-
ment restraints, is the best incubator for
those solutions. Importantly, any proposed
solution that increases rates and puts the cost
of electricity out of reach for our consumer-
members is unacceptable.

In the 1930s, electric co-ops demonstrat-
ed their vision for a more productive rural
America by committing to delivering elec-
tricity to the very last house on the line.
Their vision – and the work of those who
followed in their footsteps – built a genera-
tion and distribution network that reliably
serves 40 million Americans in 47 states
today. 

A thimbleful of their vision will be
enough to guide us through the current chal-
lenge. May we be worthy of their legacy.

“Straight Talk” — A thimbleful of vision

WHAT’S YOUR NUMBER - Two account
numbers are hidden in this issue. If one is
your Choptank account, let us know by
Jan. 5 and receive a $10 credit on your bill!
Send name, address, account and phone to:
Anne Whaples, Watt’s Your Number?,
Choptank Electric, P.O. Box 430, Denton MD
21629 or annew@choptankelectric.coop.  

RATE CASE STILL PENDING — The
rate case for a revision to Choptank’s rates
and charges for electric service filed on June
27 by the co-op with the Maryland Public
Service Commission (PSC) is still pending.

The effective date of the increase is
expected to be the beginning of 2009. 

The last distribution base rate increase
was October of 2006; the last true increase
prior to that was 1991.


