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Have a safe and
healthy 2009!

I n s i d e
New focus on
energy, p. 2

It’s baaaack, 
p. 2

SQUARE DANCE: Pine Steppers, workshop Wed., 7 p.m., Ocean
Pines Comm. Hall. 410-208-6331 or 208-6777; Ocean Waves,
2nd Sat., 8-10:30 p.m., Mid-Shore YMCA, 715 S. Shumaker Dr.,
Salisbury. 410-873-2027/822-7387; Pepper Steppers, 2nd Sat., 8
p.m., First UM Church Hall, Chestertown, 410-810-0926 or 410-
778-4578; Line dance, every Fri., Frat. Order of Eagles, 107
Alexander Ave., Salisbury, beginners 6 p.m., 410-749-1981;
Dorchester Swingers, Maple Elem., Egypt Rd., Cambridge, 8-10,
1st Fri. 410-822-7535
BINGO: Willards VFC, Thurs., 7 p.m., Lions Bldg., 410-835-
8678; Pittsville VFC, Fri., 7 p.m. 410-835-2323; Fedsbg. VFW,
Thurs., 7:20 p.m. 410-754-5020; Hurlock Legion, Fri., 7:30 p.m.,
410-943-8205; Denton Legion, Tues., 6 p.m., 410-479-2708;
Redmen, Fruitland, Mon., 6:30 p.m. 410-742-6859; Willards
Lions, Tues., 7 p.m. 410-835-2328; Denton VFC, Fri., 7:30 p.m.;
Holy Saviour Church, 17th St. & Ocean Highway, Ocean City,
every Fri., 7-10. 410-524-7004                   
MUSIC: Peninsulaires, Tues. 7:30 p.m., St. Paul’s Episcopal
Hall, Hebron. 410-251-0780; Ocean Bay Sweet Adelines, Mon.,
7 p.m., same location, 410-749-1194; Delmarva Sweet Adelines,
Mon., 7 p.m., Ocean Pines Comm. Ctr. 410-641-6876; QA
Barbershop, Wed., 6:30 p.m., Chesapeake College, Wye Mills.
410-827-7993; Bay Country Chorus, Mon., 7 p.m., Miller Hall,
behind Trinity Cathedral, Easton. 410-770-8262; Worcester
Chorale, Wed., 7 p.m., Comm. Church, Rt. 589, Ocean Pines.
410-208-1999; Eastern Shore Bluegrass Assn., show & jam, 2nd
Sun., 1 p.m., Marydel Fire Co. 302-674-3149 or 492-1048
Vietnam Vets of Amer., 1st Thurs., 7 p.m., Easton VFW. 410-
943-1374; 3rd Thurs., VFW 194, Salisbury. 410-651-0904
Disabled American Vets Chap. 34, 4th Thurs., 1 p.m., Meuse
VFW Post 194, Salisbury. 410-749-4518
Chesapeake Christian Riders CMA 453, 1st Thurs, Bob Evans
Restaurant, Easton, 6 p.m. 410-943-8325
Mid-Shore A.B.A.T.E., 2nd Tues., 7:30 p.m., Easton VFW.
www.midshoreabate.com
Women Supporting Women (breast cancer group), 3rd Wed., 7
p.m., Atlantic Business Ctr., Ste. 213, Berlin, 410-641-2849
TOPS weight loss: Tues., 6 p.m., Worcester Co. Health Dept.;
Thurs., 7 p.m., Christ UMC, Salisbury, 410-546-4197/543-9039;
Church of God, Easton, 6 p.m. 410-822-2630/673-2248
Medical coverage for pregnant women & children to age 19.
Kent, 410-778-7035, QA, 410-758-0720, Tal., 410-819-5690
SELF-HELP: Denton AA, 105 Gay St., Thurs., 8 p.m.; Co-
Dependents, Sun., 6:30 p.m., Christ UMC, Salisbury. 410-376-
0164; Dual Recovery, Wor. Library, Pocomoke, Mon., 7 p.m.;
Overeaters, Sat., 10 a.m., Christ UM Church, Salisbury. 410-376-
0164; Thur., 5 p.m., Buckingham Presby., 20 S. Main, Berlin.
410-629-0679; Mon. 5:15 p.m., Health Ed., Memorial Hosp.,
Easton; Fri. noon, St. Mark’s UMC, Easton. 410-820-0006
Merry Widows & Widowers, 3rd Tues., 2:30 p.m., Ocean Pines
CC. 410-208-6207; Beach Singles 45+, last Tues, 6 p.m. 410-
208-3974; Delmarva Singles 50+, 1st Wed., 6 p.m. 410-742-8310
Nat’l Assn. Active & Retired Fed. Employees, Chap. 1261,
Salisbury area, 3rd Thurs., 410-896-2671; Chap. 2274, Wor. Co.,
4th Thurs., Jordan’s Rooftop, OC, 11:30 a.m., 410-641-5570
Activity Singles Klub, Easton, 2nd Wed., 410-822-7468
DUPLICATE BRIDGE: Riverside Homes, Salisbury, Mon., 7
p.m., 410-835-8343; Tred Avon, Wed., noon, Talbot Community
Ctr., Rt. 50, Easton. 410-226-5126  
Ocean Pines Camera Club, 2nd Mon., 7 p.m., library. 410-208-
2555
U. of Md. Cooperative Extension Service Master Gardeners
Plant Clinic, Ocean Pines Library, Tues., 1-4. 410-641-5570
Friends of Ocean Pines Library, 2nd Mon., 10 a.m., 410-208-2760
Writers Bloc, 3rd Sat., Rm. 3, Wicomico Co. Library, Salisbury,
1 p.m. All welcome.

Sons of Confederate Vets Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey Camp 1940,
friends, 1st Wed., 7 p.m., Wic. Library, Salisbury 410-641-9305
Pine’eer Craft & Gift Shop, Ocean Pines Comm. Ctr., 239
Ocean Pkwy., every Sat. & Sun., 10-4.
Federalsburg VFC, breakfast 4th Sun., 7-10. $6, kids $3; >3 free.
Preston Vol. Fire Co., AUCE breakfast, 1st Sun., 7-10, $6.
Brain Tumor Awareness & Support, 2nd Tues, Community
Foundation of the Eastern Shore, Salisbury, 6:30. 410-442-1372
Delmarva Detachment/Marine Corps League, 2nd Wed., 7,
American Legion, Post 64, Salisbury. 410-341-4616
AARP Tax-Aides will prepare federal and state tax returns in
Feb., Mar. and April by appt. only. No age, income or race
restrictions. The Aides will prepare any forms for which they are
trained. Call 410-208-1458 after receiving all of your tax forms.
All you can eat fried chicken dinner, New Hope UMC, Willard,
Jan. 17, noon until ? Adults $10. Carryouts available. 410-543-
8244 or 430-7104
Caroline Co. Performing Arts Showcase, Jan. 30, 7 p.m., 410-
479-1343, Denton Library.
Ferko String Band, 20 musicians from Philadelphia playing
Mummers’ Parade style, Feb. 7, 7 p.m., Caroline Co. Library,
Denton.
UMES Jazz Ensemble, John R. Lamkin, director, Feb. 13, 7
p.m., Caroline Co. Library, Denton.
Mid-Atlantic Symphony Orchestra Valentine’s concert, Feb. 15,
3 p.m., Community Church, Rt. 589, Ocean Pines. For ticket
info. call 410-289-3440.
WAMMIE award winner Judy Cook returns with “Songs of
Abraham Lincoln’s America,” Feb. 20, 7 p.m., Caroline Co.
Library, Denton.

These businesses have recently joined
the Co-op Connections Card program.
Accurate Optical, www.accurateoptical.net,
25% off all eyewear purchased. Dr. Pierce
Ellis Medical Ctr. Bldg., 116 Front St.,

Suite B., Laurel DE, 302-875-1048; Kent Landing Shopping
Ctr., Stevensville, 410-643-3355; Tred Avon Square, Easton,
410-822-8686; Ocean City Square, 11805 Coastal Hwy., Suite
G, Ocean City, 410-524-0220; Azar Eye Institute Bldg., 31519
Winter Place Pkwy., Suite 2, Salisbury, 410-749-1545; Shoal
Creek Mall, Cambridge, 410-228-1110.
Preston Automotive Group, 218 South Main St., Preston:
Service - 10% Disc. on Labor; 15% on Parts. Free Tire
Rotation, Free Wash & Vacuum. Sales: 25% off all Finance
Products; Warranty/Gap/Simoniz/Key Replacements. Call
800.942.0521 or 410.770.6744 for an appointment or email
jsparta@prestonmotor.com for speedy VIP service.   
Instant Shoe Repair, Centre at Salisbury, 25% off all repairs,
410-749-7959.
Roto-Rooter Plumbing & Drain Service, www.edsroto.com,
$25 off any service, 15% off service for seniors & active mili-
tary. Easton, 410-822-6345; Chestertown, 410-778-7373;
Salisbury, 410-742-3342; Elkton, 410-398-4074; Cambridge,
410-476-3883; Ocean City, 410-213-9006.

• Have you used your Co-op Connections Card? In October
and November, members saved $15,265 on 838 prescriptions
at participating pharmacies for a 30% savings on the total
amount of the cost of the prescriptions.

A number of locations in Choptank Electric
Cooperative’s 5,900-plus miles of distribution system
challenge operations crews because of the watery
nature of the Eastern Shore. None have been more
challenging than a forested 30-span stretch south of a
cable crossing under the Pocomoke River.

Choptank’s President and CEO Fred Hubbard
describes it as “the worst right of way in our territory”
and it is pure ‘Shore smelly swamp -- brown water,
muck, cypress knees, snakes, snapping turtles the size
of platters. When a major storms have come through,
it has been all but inaccessible.

During Hurricane Ernesto a crew slogged four and
a half hours each way to pull a tree branch off a line
only four spans in. The crew, including a lineman in
chest waders, alternately floated and drove an all-ter-
rain vehicle to the trouble spot, fending off water crit-
ters along the way.

All that will change by mid to late January, when a

bore of 5,200 feet of electric cable under the river and
through the swamp is complete. The new underground
cable is part of a loop circuit feeding southern
Worcester County near Pocomoke. 

“When we lost this circuit to a storm as overhead
line, it could be days before repairs were made.
Underground makes it so much more accessible,” says
Tom Aydelotte, manager of regional operations for the
Pocomoke office. “This line desperately needed an
upgrade. Now it will provide much greater reliability
to our members, plus safer working conditions for our
crews.”

Mr. Aydelotte said the area was dry when the 30
spans were built. “You could drive a pick-up from Rt.
113 to the river 20 years ago. That has obviously
changed.” 

Prep work for the big bore begin in early
September and it took two weeks to lay 13 tractor
trailerloads of heavy plastic mats through the swamp
to give construction crews access. 

Spring and Associates of Easton laid 2,537 feet of
cable from the north side of the river near McMaster
Road and then bored 2,000 feet from Rt. 113 to the
river. The cable rests safely in a 12-inch pipe made of
high density polyethylene, according to Todd
Brandow, foreman for Spring and Associates. A global
positioning system and compass heading were used to
steer the pipe 50 feet below the river bottom where the
older cable rests.

East Coast Underground buried the cable on dry
land on both ends. Mr. Aydelotte said the cable will
run to Rt. 113, then under the road and into a high
voltage switching cabinet. The cabinets on both ends
should be energized by mid to late January, officially
completing the long, wet project.

“It’s a major project and a costly one for
Choptank,” said Aydelotte, “but it’s all about keeping
the power on for our members and this will certainly
make a huge difference.”

Under the river and thru the swamp

Rate increase for members is announced

Tom Aydelotte, manager of regional operations for
the Pocomoke District, is shown beside the pipe
bored under the Pocomoke River for electric cable.

The staff of the Maryland Public Service
Commission (PSC), the Office of Peoples Counsel
(OPC) and Choptank Electric have agreed to a settle-
ment whereby the Cooperative will institute a 5.46
percent rate increase.

The settlement agreement is subject to final
approval by the PSC.

Choptank filed to revise its rates and charges for
electric service in June 2008. The initial proposed rate
increase of 7.92 percent was negotiated with the PSC
and OPC to a final increase of 5.46 percent. 

“The cooperative is well aware of current econom-
ic conditions and the impact of a rate increase on our
membership,” said Michael I. Wheatley, senior vice
president for corporate services. “We have initiated
cost-saving measures and continue to seek other cost
reductions in the way we conduct business to mitigate
rate increases.”

Mr. Wheatley pointed out Choptank has invested a
considerable amount of its budget in infrastructure to
keep the lights on for its members in a reliable and
safe manner. “The increased amount we have spent on
infrastructure in the past four years reflects higher
costs of materials and how much we invested to
increase reliability,” he said.

A residential member with an average bill of $100
will see an increase in their bill to about $105 after
the increase is in effect. All rate classes, including
commercial rates, will experience the increase.
Choptank’s last rate increase of 2.94 percent was filed
in 2006. The last true distribution rate increase prior
to that was in 1991.

A public hearing on the proposed rate hike was
held December 3 at Choptank’s Denton District
office. The new rates were expected to go into effect
Jan. 1, 2009. 

SEND EVENTS: Shore Good to Know, Choptank Electric, 
P.O. Box 430, Denton, MD 21629; or

annew@choptankelectric.coop two months prior to event if
possible. Include phone number.




