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SQUARE DANCE: Pine Steppers, workshop Wed., 7 p.m., Ocean
Pines Comm. Hall. 410-208-6331 or 208-6777; Ocean Waves,
2nd Sat., 8-10:30 p.m., Mid-Shore YMCA, 715 S. Shumaker Dr.,
Salisbury. 410-873-2027/822-7387; Pepper Steppers, 2nd Sat., 8
p.m., First UM Church Hall, Chestertown, 410-810-0926 or 410-
778-4578; Line dance, every Fri., Frat. Order of Eagles, 107
Alexander Ave., Salisbury, beginners 6 p.m., 410-749-1981;
Dorchester Swingers, Maple Elem., Egypt Rd., Cambridge, 8-10,
1st Fri. 410-822-7535
BINGO: Willards VFC, Thurs., 7 p.m., Lions Bldg., 410-835-
8678; Pittsville VFC, Fri., 7 p.m. 410-835-2323; Fedsbg. VFW,
Thurs., 7:20 p.m. 410-754-5020; Hurlock Legion, Fri., 7:30 p.m.,
410-943-8205; Denton Legion, Tues., 6 p.m., 410-479-2708;
Redmen, Fruitland, Mon., 6:30 p.m. 410-742-6859; Willards
Lions, Tues., 7 p.m. 410-835-2328; Denton VFC, Fri., 7:30 p.m.;
Holy Saviour Church, 17th St. & Ocean Highway, Ocean City,
every Fri., 7-10. 410-524-7004                   
MUSIC: Peninsulaires, Tues. 7:30 p.m., St. Paul’s Episcopal
Hall, Hebron. 410-251-0780; Ocean Bay Sweet Adelines, Mon.,
7 p.m., same location, 410-749-1194; Delmarva Sweet Adelines,
Mon., 7 p.m., Ocean Pines Comm. Ctr. 410-641-6876; QA
Barbershop, Wed., 6:30 p.m., Chesapeake College, Wye Mills.
410-827-7993; Bay Country Chorus, Mon., 7 p.m., Miller Hall,
behind Trinity Cathedral, Easton. 410-770-8262; Worcester
Chorale, Wed., 7 p.m., Comm. Church, Rt. 589, Ocean Pines.
410-208-1999; Eastern Shore Bluegrass Assn., show & jam, 2nd
Sun., 1 p.m., Marydel Fire Co. 302-674-3149 or 492-1048
Vietnam Vets of Amer., 1st Thurs., 7 p.m., Easton VFW. 410-
943-1374; 3rd Thurs., VFW 194, Salisbury. 410-651-0904
Disabled American Vets Chap. 34, 4th Thurs., 1 p.m., Meuse
VFW Post 194, Salisbury. 410-749-4518
Chesapeake Christian Riders CMA 453, 1st Thurs, Bob Evans
Restaurant, Easton, 6 p.m. 410-943-8325
Mid-Shore A.B.A.T.E., 2nd Tues., 7:30 p.m., Easton VFW.
www.midshoreabate.com
Women Supporting Women (breast cancer), 3rd Wed., 7 p.m.,
Atlantic Bus. Ctr., Ste. 213, Berlin, 410-641-2849; 1st Thur., 7-
8:30 p.m., 106 W. Circle Ave., Ste. 101, Salisbury. 410-548-7880
TOPS weight loss: Tues., 6 p.m., Worcester Co. Health Dept.;
Thurs., 7 p.m., Christ UMC, Salisbury, 410-546-4197/543-9039;
Church of God, Easton, 6 p.m. 410-822-2630/673-2248
Medical coverage for pregnant women & children to age 19.
Kent, 410-778-7035, QA, 410-758-0720, Tal., 410-819-5690
SELF-HELP: Denton AA, 105 Gay St., Thurs., 8 p.m.; Co-
Dependents, Sun., 6:30 p.m., Christ UMC, Salisbury. 410-376-
0164; Dual Recovery, Wor. Library, Pocomoke, Mon., 7 p.m.;
Overeaters, Sat., 10 a.m., Christ UM Church, Salisbury. 410-376-
0164; Thur., 5 p.m., Buckingham Presby., 20 S. Main, Berlin.
410-629-0679; Mon. 5:15 p.m., Health Ed., Memorial Hosp.,
Easton; Fri. noon, St. Mark’s UMC, Easton. 410-820-0006
Merry Widows & Widowers, 3rd Tues., 2:30 p.m., Ocean Pines
CC. 410-208-6207; Beach Singles 45+, last Tues, 6 p.m. 410-
208-3974; Delmarva Singles 50+, 1st Wed., 6 p.m. 410-742-8310
Nat’l Assn. Active & Retired Fed. Employees, Chap. 1261,
Salisbury area, 3rd Thurs., 410-896-2671; Chap. 2274, Wor. Co.,
4th Thurs., Jordan’s Rooftop, OC, 11:30 a.m., 410-641-5570
Activity Singles Klub, Easton, 2nd Wed., 410-822-7468
DUPLICATE BRIDGE: Riverside Homes, Salisbury, Mon., 7
p.m., 410-835-8343; Tred Avon, Wed., noon, Talbot Community
Ctr., Rt. 50, Easton. 410-226-5126  
Ocean Pines Camera Club, 2nd Mon., 7 p.m., library. 410-208-
2555
U. of Md. Cooperative Extension Service Master Gardeners
Plant Clinic, Ocean Pines Library, Tues., 1-4. 410-641-5570
Friends of Ocean Pines Library, 2nd Mon., 10 a.m., 410-208-2760
Writers Bloc, 3rd Sat., Rm. 3, Wicomico Co. Library, Salisbury,
1 p.m. All welcome.

High school seniors, graduating juniors or first
semester graduating seniors whose parents or legal
guardians are members or employees of Choptank
Electric are eligible for college scholarships awarded
by the Choptank Electric Trust, Inc. and the Virginia,
Maryland and Delaware Association of Electric
Cooperatives Scholarship Foundation (VMDAEC).

At least six $1,000 scholarships will be awarded in
May 2009 by the Trust. Recipients are chosen
based on a competitive screening process.
Scholarship funds are sent directly to the
educational institution the  student will
attend.

The deadline to apply for a Choptank
Electric Trust Scholarship is March 3.
Applications, a scholastic information form
and a financial information form must be
sent with an essay outlined in the applica-
tion and a transcript of  grades to: Choptank Electric
Trust Scholarships, Attn: Anne Whaples, P.O. Box 430,
Denton MD 21629.

Applications and information forms are available at
guidance offices and at www.choptankelectric.coop.  

High school seniors whose parents or guardians
are members of Choptank Electric are eligible to
apply for scholarships awarded by the VMDAEC
Foundation.

Scholarships of $1,000 each will be awarded in
2009. Recipients are chosen based on a competitive
screening process. Applicants must provide evidence
of acceptance in a post-high school educational
institution or program. The scholarship funds are

sent directly to the educational institution and placed
in the student’s account. These funds can be used to
pay for tuition, fees and books.

The deadline to apply for a 2009 VMDAEC
Educational Foundation Scholarship is April 1.
Completed applications must be received by that date,
including all required parts and attachments.

Applications are available at www.vmdaeccom and
www.co-opliving.com/community/scholarship.

Applications are also available by writing
to VMDAEC Scholarships, P.O. Box 2340,

Glen Allen,Va. 23058-2340 and at local
guidance offices. 

In 2008, the VMDAEC Educational
Foundation awarded 35 scholarships

totaling $35,000 to deserving students. 
Since its inception in 2000, 214 students

from throughout Virginia, Maryland and
Delaware have received VMDAEC scholarships. The
number of  scholarships awarded each year is based on
the funds available.

Choptank Electric and the Choptank Electric Trust
have awarded over $40,000 in scholarships to students
since 1999.

Anyone with questions regarding the Choptank
Electric Trust scholarships should call 1-877-892-0001,
ext. 8640.

The Virginia, Maryland and Delaware Association
of Electric Cooperatives provides training, communi-
cations, governmental relations and other services to
Choptank Electric and the 15 other electric coopera-
tives that serve the three-state region.

Co-op scholarships open for seniors

Get “connected” to great deals and discounts

All Choptank Electric offices will be closed Wednesday,
February 25, for an all-day employee education meeting.

Have you used your Choptank Electric Co-op
Connections card? 

The Co-op Connections Card is a benefit of being
a member of Choptank Electric. Use it at local busi-
nesses displaying the Co-op Connections window
sticker and save money. For a complete list of partici-
pating businesses, go to www.choptankelectric.coop. 

Don’t forget you can use your
Card for prescription discounts at
many local pharmacies. Choptank
members saved over $8,200 on their
prescriptions in December.

Local businesses interested in
joining should call 877-892-0001, ext. 8618,

for more information.
A few of the national businesses participating are

listed here. You can use the Card at any business
displaying the Co-op Connections sticker throughout
the United States.
Barnes & Noble.com: Up to 40% off list prices on
books and merchandise offered in the Co-op
Connections customized online bookstore. Save an

extra 5% on every order and receive free standard
shipping when you spend $25 or more. Online only.
Best Western Hotels: Special low rates available only
to cooperative members. Must reserve in advance.
College Parents of America: 50% off one-year
membership, a savings of $18.25.
Hertz: Use discount code for savings, added savings
for one car class upgrade, additional $10 savings on
weekly rental.
Magazines.com: $5 off large selection of popular
titles, plus free shipping on every order.
Meineke Car Care Centers, Inc.: $10 off Lifetime or
Performance muffler, $20 off brake service, $5 off any
oil change service.
National Car Rental: Unlimited mileage and year-
round discounts off rates, up to 20%; take advantage
of special offers like one free weekend day or a free
upgrade.
Omaha Steaks: 66% off “Ultimate Pack” plus 6 free
Omaha Steaks Burgers sent to every shipping address
in your order. ( 2 filet mignons, 4 gourmet burgers, 10
potatoes au gratin, plus 6 free burgers for $29.99)

SEND EVENTS: Shore Good to Know, Choptank Electric, 
P.O. Box 430, Denton, MD 21629; or

annew@choptankelectric.coop two months prior to event if
possible. Include phone number.

Sons of Confederate Vets Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey Camp 1940,
friends, 1st Wed., 7 p.m., Wic. Library, Salisbury 410-641-9305
Pine’eer Craft & Gift Shop, Ocean Pines Comm. Ctr., 239
Ocean Pkwy., every Sat. & Sun., 10-4.
Federalsburg VFC, breakfast 4th Sun., 7-10. $6, kids $3; >3 free.
Preston Vol. Fire Co., AUCE breakfast, 1st Sun., 7-10, $6.
Brain Tumor Awareness & Support, 3rd Tues, Community
Foundation of the Eastern Shore, Salisbury, 6:30. 410-442-1342
Delmarva Detachment/Marine Corps League, 2nd Wed., 7,
American Legion, Post 64, Salisbury. 410-341-4616
Women Supporting Women Lymphedema Support Group, 2nd
Tues., 11-noon, Avery Hall Ed. Ctr., PRMC. 410-548-7880
Free beginner’s knitting class, 3rd Tues., 1-2, Women
Supporting Women, 106 W. Circle Ave., Suite 101, Salisbury.
AARP Tax-Aides will prepare federal and state tax returns in
Feb., Mar. and April by appt. only. No age, income or race
restrictions. The Aides will prepare any forms for which they are
trained. Call 410-208-1458 after receiving all of your tax forms.
SHORE UP! Inc., free tax preparation for individuals/families
making less than $40,000/yr. at 2 locations in Wicomico and
Somerset counties. 410-749-1142, ext. 330, 356 or 329 for appt.
Adkins Arboretum Art Competition Exhibition, through Mar. 27.
Regional artists featured. 410-634-2847.
Mid-Atlantic Symphony Orchestra Valentine’s Concert,
Community Church, Ocean Pines, Rt. 589, Feb. 15, 3 p.m. 410-
289-3440
Friends of Poplar Hill Mansion, Salisbury, Mardi Gras
Masquerade party, Feb., 21, 6 p.m. Mardi Gras punch, tradition-
al New Orleans food, beads and masks. Come in carnival cos-
tume. Tickets $25/person, reservations required. 410-747-1776
or www.poplarhillmansion.org  
National Outdoor Show, South Dorchester K-8 School, Golden
Hill, Feb. 27, 5-11, Feb. 28, 10:30-10:30. www.nationaloutdoor-
show.com
Green Cleaning Basics, Adkins Arboretum, Ridgely, Mar. 5,
1:30-2:30, make your own cleaning products. Pre-register, 410-
634-2847, ext. 0.
North Caroline HS Thespians present “Two Horns & a Tale,”
Caroline Co. Library, Denton, Mar. 6, 7 p.m. Free.
Pysanky: The Art of Ukrainian Eggs, Adkins Arboretum, Mar.
12, 10-2, pre-register, 410-634-2847, ext. 0.
Oboe & piano recital, Katherine Needleman & Amy Kosterman,
Caroline Co. Library, Denton, Mar. 12, 7 p.m.
St. Patrick’s Day Parade & Festival, Mar. 14, 60th St. south to
45th St., Ocean City, over 100 entrants. Festival, 11- 4, parade at
noon. 410-289-6156 
Quilt Gathering, Mar. 14, 10-3, Ruthsburg Community Center,
display of homemade quilts, demonstrations, raffle, vendors,
lunch. Donation. 410-758-0197 or 758-0477. 
Ocean City Hot Rod & Custom Car Show, Convention Center,
special attractions, live entertainment. Admission. Mar. 14, 10 -
8; Mar. 15, 10- 4. www.oceancitycarshows.com.
Bit O’Rhythm, xylophone & grand piano ragtime, Caroline Co.
Library, Denton, Mar. 20, 7 p.m. Free.
Health & Wellness Expo, Wicomico Civic Center, Mar. 27, 5-8,
Mar. 28, 8-4. Free, health-related vendors, entertainment, screen-
ings. www.WicomicoFestivals.org
Gearing Up to Garden with Kids, Adkins Arboretum, Mar. 29,
11-2:30, pre-register, 410-634-2847, ext. 0.



We face a huge energy challenge in the U.S. Pressure is on Congress to do something
about climate change, but this is only one part of the energy crisis ahead for all of us. The
call to curb emission of greenhouse gases comes as demand for electricity is growing and
the country faces a shortage in the amount of electricity available. More demand, less
power and more regulations will mean electricity costs will escalate for everyone.

Our electric cooperative members will be affected by any federal action and we need
you to begin a dialogue with your members of Congress about America’s energy future.
Productive dialogue with your legislators will help make them aware of the crisis we face.

Go to www.ourenergy.coop or send in the coupon below and we will forward your
message. Additional information is on our website.

I would like to participate in the national conversation on energy production, research and
technology, and affordability. At the appropriate times during the next year, please send, on
my behalf, three electronic messages regarding these topics to my member of Congress.

NOTE: We cannot forward your request to Congress unless all of the following blanks are
completed.

Name

Address

City, State,Zip

Email address

We must have your e-mail in order to send this message. Thank you!

Send coupon to: Choptank Electric Co-op, Attn: Bob Behlke, PO Box 430, Denton MD 21629

Act now to meet our energy challenges

By Bob Behlke
Vice President, Consumer
Affairs

In the 1939  movie classic
Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,
Jimmy Stewart plays Jefferson
Smith, a wholesome, idealistic

Boy Ranger leader who finds himself
appointed to the U.S. Senate. There he
makes a stand as a true voice for the people,
surrounded by others who have lost touch
with the needs of their constituency.

As an electric cooperative consumer, you
are part of an army of Mr. Smiths marching
your needs and concerns up to Capitol Hill
every day. Through the “Our Energy, Our
Future”™ grassroots awareness campaign,
folks just like you are alerting lawmakers
about the need to keep electric bills afford-
able, reminding them that their actions have
consequences. 

Sound, thoughtfully crafted energy policy
can lead to great things—the electric cooper-
ative program is a perfect example, after all.
But hastily enacted energy policy could have
far-reaching impacts on the electricity we use
every day, doubling or even tripling its cost
in the coming years and perhaps diminishing
its availability. 

While most parts of our economy are
subject to some bureaucratic influence,
whether through safety regulations or anti-
trust laws, the government has a say in virtu-
ally every aspect of the electric utility indus-

try—from the type of fuel used in power
plants right down to the way your house is
wired. Unfortunately, if the interests of con-
sumers aren’t factored in these decisions,
disaster awaits. 

This is where
the voice of the
people comes in,
and where you, as
an electric co-op
consumer, can make a difference. By con-
tacting your representatives today and engag-
ing them on the importance of developing
economically sustainable energy solutions,
you can greatly influence the national energy
debate.

Elected officials need to hear a constant
drumbeat about how energy costs are affect-
ing you. Through “Our Energy, Our Future,”
you can make your opinions heard via e-
mail, a letter, or even video. It’s amazing
how quickly members of Congress respond
when hearing from voters back home!

To date, tens of thousands of co-op mem-
bers from across the nation have sent more
than 1.5 million messages as part the “Our
Energy, Our Future” effort. Let’s keep that
ball rolling to ensure that when U.S. repre-
sentatives and senators vote on legislation
that will affect electric bills, your concerns
are paramount in their mind. Just like
Jefferson Smith.

Please visit www.ourenergy.coop today to
learn about the many ways you can be heard
as a modern-day Jefferson Smith in
Washington, D.C.

And now a word about our
71st Annual Meeting —

Your cooperative is charged with deliver-
ing reliable power at the lowest possible
price, as you know. We are very much aware
of the tenuous economy and how our mem-
ber are being affected.

To that end, we have made the decision
to scale back the Annual Meeting for 2009.
We are eliminating the full breakfast buffet
and replacing it with a continental-style
refreshment menu.

We are not having entertainment at the
same level of past years, but we promise a
very knowledgeable guest speaker who will
address today’s energy environment.

This may be viewed as a step backward
for many of our members who have faithful-
ly attended the meeting for many years, but
we felt a responsibility to act in a fiscally
prudent manner. 

We do promise to continue with exhibits
featuring great energy-saving ideas and
demonstrations, plus a new very special
guest you will really enjoy meeting.

This will also give you, our members, the
opportunity to visit face to face with the
Choptank Electric Board of Directors.

The 71st Annual Meeting will be held on
April 18, beginning at 8 a.m. at Sailwinds
Park in Cambridge. 

Look for an RSVP form along with the
ballot for directors in the March Live Wire.
You will also be able to RSVP on our
website.

Hope to see you there. . .

Be heard on Capital Hill

• Rock Creek Construction completed
rebuilding the line from Golden Hill to
Hooper's Island in Dorchester County, 
and have moved to the Walston area in
Wicomico County to rebuild a line with
double circuit construction.

Additional overhead line projects planned for
2009 include:
• Reconductoring the 707 circuit on Naylor

Mill Road in Salisbury.
• Converting the first half of 701 circuit out

of the Edgewood Substation to a double
circuit. 

• Small transmission relocation in
conjunction with the Sassafras Substation.

• Construction is slated to begin in February
on the Sassafras Substation in Kent County.

• Bloomfield Substation construction in
St. Michaels is nearly complete and should
be ready to be energized in early 2009.

• Upgrades at Hillsboro Substation are
planned in the spring of 2009. 

• The Sinepuxent tap should see the
replacement of fuses with a breaker in
the summer of 2009. 

Update on operations
construction projects

“Straight Talk”

Your favorite cooperative trivia game is back! Here’s a chance to win a $10 credit on your electric bill by guessing the answer to a monthly
trivia question. Watt’s the Answer: What is America’s largest concrete structure?

Send the answer with your name, address, account and phone number to: annew@choptankelectric.coop or Anne Whaples, Watt’s the
Answer, Choptank Electric, P.O. Box 430, Denton MD 21629. Answers must be received by March 5. Winner will be announced in April edition.

STATE SENATORS

J. Lowell Stoltzfus, R-38
Somerset, Wicomico, Worcester  
James Senate Office Building, Room 323
11 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991
1-800-492-7122, ext. 3645
e-mail:
lowell.stoltzfus@senate.state.md.us
Member of Senate since 1992 

Richard F. Colburn, R-37
Caroline, Dorchester, Talbot, Wicomico 
James Senate Office Building, Room 315
11 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991
1-800-492-7122, ext. 3590
e-mail:
richard.colburn@senate.state.md.us
Member of Senate since 1995 

Edward J. (E.J.) Pipkin, R-36
Caroline, Cecil, Kent, Queen Anne's  
James Senate Office Building, Room 416
11 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991
1-800-492-7122, ext. 3639
e-mail: ej.pipkin@senate.state.md.us
Member of Senate since 2003

HOUSE OF DELEGATES

David Rudolph, D-34B
Cecil  
House Office Building, Room 231
6 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991
1-800-492-7122, ext. 3444
e-mail:
david.rudolph@house.state.md.us
Member of House of Delegates
since 1995

Mary Roe Walkup, R-36
Caroline, Cecil, Kent, Queen Anne's  
House Office Building, Room 217
84 College Ave.
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991
1-800-492-7122, ext. 3449
e-mail:
mary.roe.walkup@house.state.md.us
Member of House of Delegates
since 1995

Michael D. Smigiel Sr., R-36
Caroline, Cecil, Kent, Queen Anne's 
House Office Building, Room 323
6 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991
1-800-492-7122, ext. 3449
e-mail:
michael.smigiel@house.state.md.us
Member of House of Delegates since 2003

Richard A. Sossi, R-36
Caroline, Cecil, Kent, Queen Anne's  
House Office Building, Room 215
6 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991
1-800-492-7122, ext. 3543
e-mail: richard.sossi@house.state.md.us
Member of House of Delegates since 2003

Jeannie Haddaway, R-37B
Caroline, Dorchester, Talbot, Wicomico  
House Office Building, Room 216
6 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991
1-800-492-7122, ext. 3429
e-mail:
jeannie.haddaway@house.state.md.us
Member of House of Delegates since 2003  

Adelaide C. (Addie) Eckardt, R-37B
Caroline, Dorchester, Talbot, Wicomico  
House Office Building, Room 213
6 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991
1-800-492-7122, ext. 3343
e-mail:
adelaide_eckardt@house.state.md.us
Member of House of Delegates since 1995

Rudolph C. Cane, D-37A
Dorchester, Wicomico  
House Office Building, Room 364
6 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991
1-800-492-7122, ext. 3427
e-mail: rudolph,cane@house.state.md.us
Member of House of Delegates since 1999

D. Page Elmore, R-38A
Somerset, Wicomico  
House Office Building, Room 216
6 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991
1-800-492-7122, ext. 3433
e-mail: page.elmore@house.state.md.us
Member of House of Delegates since 2003

Norman H. Conway, D-38B
Wicomico, Worcester  
House Office Building, Room 121
6 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991
1-800-492-7122, ext. 3431
e-mail:
norman.conway@house.state.md.us
Member of House of Delegates since 1987

James N. Mathias Jr., D-38B
Wicomico, Worcester counties
House Office Building, Room 307
6 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991
1-800-492-7122, ext. 3431
e-mail:
james.mathias@house.state.md.us
Member of House of Delegates since 2006

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Sen. Barbara A. Mikulski, D-MD
503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510
202-224-4654 or
Gallery Plaza Building
212 W. Main St., Suite 200  
Salisbury, MD 21801
410-546-7711
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
Committee; Appropriations Committee;
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence

Benjamin L. Cardin, D-MD
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510
202-224-4524 or
129 E. Main St.
Salisbury, MD 21801
410-546-4250
Environment and Public Works, Foreign
Relations, Budget and Small Business
Committees

Rep. Frank Kratovil, D-1st
314 Cannon House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
202-225-5311 or 
102 Turpins Lane
Centreville, MD 21617
443-262-9136
House Armed Services Committee,
House Committee on Agriculture

Watt’s the Answer???

Know your state and federal legislators


