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Ask anyone to describe renew-
able energy, and nine times out of
10 they will include either wind or
solar power in their answer. The
two have become iconic symbols
of “green electricity,” and rightful-
ly so. 

Wind energy has been harnessed and
used to improve the quality of life for thou-
sands of years. Solar power is unique in that
it taps the most basic yet fundamental gener-
ation source available: the sun.

A recent survey conducted by Bisconti
Research, Inc., asked Americans where they
think most of our nation’s electricity will
come from in 15 years. The vast majority—
72 percent—answered solar as number one,
followed by wind energy. In actuality, solar
is expected to generate a mere 0.2 percent of
our nation’s electricity by 2030; wind will
generate just 2.4 percent. We will continue to
rely on fossil fuels such as coal and natural
gas, as well as nuclear power and hydropow-
er, to produce most of our electricity needs.

But this doesn’t mean we’ll be hearing
less about renewable energy in coming years.
In fact, the opposite is true. Twenty-eight
states and the District of Columbia have
already passed laws creating renewable port-
folio standards, often called RPS for short,
which require electric utilities and other
retail suppliers of electricity to add a specific
percentage of renewable energy to their
power supply mix by a certain date. More
states are expected to follow this trend, and a
federal mandate could be passed by
Congress this year.

In meeting these requirements as well as
adding renewables as part of a diversified,
cost-effective generation portfolio, electric
cooperatives will draw on the innovation
they’ve been known for since their humble
beginnings 75 years ago. Electric co-ops
span our nation from coast to coast, serving
in 80 percent of all counties. Of course, in
some locations, the wind may not always
blow and the sun may not always shine.
Where wind and solar power can be generat-
ed, transmission lines to move the electricity
where power is needed may not currently
exist.

But wood chips and slash from timber
operations, switchgrass, and even peanut
shells can all be burned to boil water, create
steam, and turn an electric turbine. Methane
rising from decomposing landfills and
mounds of chicken, cattle, or hog waste can
be captured and burned as well. Pipes can be
sunk in the ground to capture the natural heat
and steam created under the earth’s surface.
A river’s steady current can be diverted and
used to manufacture power without the aid
of a dam. Even the constant bobbing of off-
shore buoys from ocean waves or the move-
ment of tides can be harnessed to generate an
electric current.

Electric cooperatives lead the utility
industry in the amount of renewable power
supplied to our consumers, and we’re ready
to share our experience with policymakers as
they consider ways to make more green
power available. As a member of Choptank
Electric, you have the power to actively
engage members of Congress and focus their
attention on the many ways electric co-ops
are working to provide a safe, reliable, and
affordable supply of power in a environmen-
tally responsible manner. 

If you haven’t already done so, please get
involved in the “Our Energy, Our Future”™
grassroots awareness campaign at
www.ourenergy.coop and ask your represen-
tatives on Capitol Hill this important ques-
tion: Are you willing to work with electric
cooperatives to ensure our nation has reliable
power at a price consumers can afford?

Electric co-ops support national energy
and climate change legislation that can be
sustained politically and economically over
the decades necessary to make a difference.
To help make this happen, we need your
help. Please visit www.ourenergy.coop today.

To find out more about renewables in
Maryland, go to www.energy.gov/energyeffi-
ciency/stateactivities.htm or www.eere.ener-
gy.gov.

The Realities of a Renewable Energy Future

Watt’s the Answer?

“Beat the Peak” is a voluntary program where members are encouraged to conserve or limit 
energy usage during peak times. “Peak” times are those when the Cooperative is purchasing 
wholesale power at the highest prices. By cutting back on the amount of wholesale power 
purchased during these peak, high-priced periods, the Cooperative can reduce its total wholesale power 
costs. Reductions in wholesale power costs are passed through directly to the members in our power cost
adjustment (PCA).

Peak periods occur when the demand for electricity is the highest. Usually these are periods when it is very cold
or hot outside. When you volunteer to participate in the program, we will notify you when it is urgent for you to
turn back your thermostat setting during the heating season and raise the thermostat in the cooling season, curtail
the use of major appliances and turn off all unnecessary lights in an effort to reduce the peak demand on our
system.

The Cooperative will alert you of the “Beat the Peak” time via an email message and/or a text message to your
cell phone. (If you do not have a texting plan on your cell phone, the standard texting rates will apply.) The
message will inform you of the anticipated day and time of the peak period to remind you of the importance to
reduce the energy consumption during this critical period. There will also be peak notices shown on a local
television station as well.

Together we can “Beat The Peak” by using our electricity resources wisely, but our members’ help is vitally
important. Your cooperation is sincerely appreciated.

By joining the “Beat the Peak” program, you will assist your Cooperative to lower the need to purchase
wholesale power when prices are highest, help save energy resources and help the environment. Please complete
the form below, detach and mail to Choptank Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 430, Denton MD, 21629.

Yes! Please sign me up for “Beat the Peak.”
Name on account:

Account number:

Send me the peak alert via:

Cell phone # (for text message)

Email address:

Both

I would like to receive periodic energy tips and advice via email.     

I would like to help the co-op reduce costs and receive the annual  

Consumer Guide via email.

Beat the Peak

We face a huge energy challenge in the U.S. Pressure is on Congress to do something
about climate change, but this is only one part of the energy crisis for all of us. The call to
curb emission of greenhouse gases comes as demand for electricity is growing and the country
faces a shortage in the amount of electricity available. More demand, less power and more reg-
ulations will mean electricity costs will escalate for everyone.

Electric cooperative members will be affected by any federal action. We need you to speak
with your members of Congress about America’s energy future and make them aware of the
crisis we face. Go to www.ourenergy.coop or mail this coupon and we will forward your mes-
sage. Additional information is on our website. Questions? Please call 877-892-0001, x8553.

I would like to participate in the national conversation on energy production, research and
technology, and affordability. At the appropriate times during the next year, please send, on
my behalf, three electronic messages regarding these topics to my member of Congress.

NOTE: We cannot forward your request to Congress unless all of the following blanks are
completed.

Name

Address

City, State,Zip

Email address

We must have your e-mail in order to send this message. Thank you!

Send coupon to: Choptank Electric Co-op, Attn: Bob Behlke, PO Box 430, Denton MD 21629

Act now to meet our energy challenges

Choptank Electric Trust awards for February 
Worcester County Garden Club - $1,000 towards purchase of trees for Arbor Days
Samaritan Group Inc. – $3,000 towards emergency winter shelter/local outreach programs
Kent County High School Baseball Program - $2,000 towards outdoor equipment
St. Michaels Community Center – $2,500 towards an outdoor theater system
Assateague Coastal Trust. – $2,000 towards membership meeting/dinner
Denton Child Development Center, Inc. – $3,168.14 towards nap time cots
Queen Anne’s County Character Counts – $2,000 volunteer gifts/give-away
Salisbury Promise Alliance – $1,500 towards tee-shirts, bowling and bus expense
Stephen Decatur High School After Prom Boosters – $300 gift card for After Prom event
Dove Pointe, Inc. – $4,106 towards the purchase of a Pacer
Parsonsburg Volunteer Fire Company – $10,000 toward construction documents

Win $10 credit on your electric bill by
entering the monthly trivia contest. 

Watt’s the Answer for April: Where
are the most significant sweat glands of
dogs located?

The winner of the February contest is
David Etheridge of Hebron who knew
Grand Coulee Dam, a hydroelectric gravity
dam on the Columbia River in Washington
State is the largest concrete structure in the
US. It is also the largest electric power pro-
ducing facility in the US and the fifth
largest producer of hydroelectricity in the
world. Wow!

Send the correct answer with your
name, address, account and phone to:
annew@choptankelectric.coop or Watt’s the
Answer, Choptank Electric, P.O. Box 430,
Denton MD 21629. Answers must be
received by May 5. The winner will be
announced in the June edition.
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SEND EVENTS: Shore Good to Know, Choptank Electric, 
P.O. Box 430, Denton, MD 21629; or

annew@choptankelectric.coop two months prior to event if
possible. Please include phone number.

Choptank line workers
were recently awarded
certificates for completing
the Lineworker
Certification Program of
Northwest Lineman
College. Seated, left to
right: John Shermer,
serviceman, Pocomoke;
Randy Combs, lineman,
Denton; Jason Gaskill,
lineman, Berlin. Standing:
Jim Harvey, operations
lineman trainer; David
Garrett, lineman, and
Glenn Williams Jr., line-
man, Chestertown; Lee
Turner, vice president of
distribution services. A
resource for apprentice
and veteran linemen, the
program covers training
and safety, and benefits
the line crews, the coop-
erative and the public.

With a little research and a simple layout, you can
produce a landscape that will cool your home in sum-
mer and tame winter winds. Your well-planned yard
will contain trees that grow well in the soil and mois-
ture of your neighborhood. Your trees will be properly
placed to avoid collisions with power lines and build-
ings, and the aesthetics will increase your property
value. A proper landscape plan takes each tree into
consideration:
Height. Will the tree bump into anything when it is
fully grown?  

Canopy spread. How wide will the tree grow?
Deciduous or coniferous? Will it lose its leaves in
winter?
Form or shape. A columnar tree uses less space. 
Round and V-Shaped species provide more shade.  
Growth rate. How long will it take for your tree to
reach its full height? Slow growing species typically
live longer than fast growing species.
Soil, sun, and moisture. What does the tree require?
Fruit. No one wants a mess on sidewalks.
Go to www.arborday.org for more information.

Give landscape some thought before you plant

Linemen receive certifications

Energy efficiency loans available  

DANCING: Pine Steppers, workshop Wed., 7 p.m., Ocean Pines
Comm. Hall. 410-208-6331 or 208-6777; Ocean Waves, 2nd Sat.,
8-10:30 p.m., Mid-Shore YMCA, 715 S. Shumaker Dr., Salisbury.
410-873-2027/822-7387; Pepper Steppers, 2nd Sat., 8 p.m., 1st
UM Church Hall, Chestertown, 410-810-0926 or 410-778-4578;
Dorchester Swingers, Maple Elem., Egypt Rd., Cambridge, 8-10,
1st Fri. 410-822-7535. Line dance, every Fri., Frat. Order of
Eagles, 107 Alexander Ave., Salisbury, beginners 6 p.m., 410-749-
1981
BINGO: Willards VFC, Thurs., 7 p.m., Lions Bldg., 410-835-
8678; Pittsville VFC, Fri., 7 p.m. 410-835-2323; Fedsbg. VFW,
Thurs., 7:20 p.m. 410-754-5020; Hurlock Legion, Fri., 7:30 p.m.,
410-943-8205; Denton Legion, Tues., 6 p.m., 410-479-2708;
Redmen, Fruitland, Mon., 6:30 p.m. 410-742-6859; Willards
Lions, Tues., 7 p.m. 410-835-2328; Denton VFC, Fri., 7:30 p.m.;
Holy Saviour Church, 17th St./Ocean Hwy., Ocean City, Fri., 7-
10. 410-524-7004; Ocean City Elks 2645, Wed., opens at 5:30,
surprise & early bird, 6:30, regular, 7 p.m. 410-250-2645                   
MUSIC: Peninsulaires, Tues. 7:30 p.m., St. Paul’s Episc. Hall,
Hebron. 410-251-0780; Ocean Bay Sweet Adelines, Mon., 7
p.m., same location, 410-749-1194; Delmarva Sweet Adelines,
Mon., 7 p.m., Ocean Pines Comm. Ctr. 410-641-6876; QA
Barbershop, Wed., 6:30 p.m., Ches. College, Wye Mills. 410-
827-7993; Bay Country Chorus, Mon., 7 p.m., Miller Hall,
behind Trinity Cathedral, Easton. 410-770-8262; Worcester
Chorale, Wed., 7 p.m., Comm. Church, Rt. 589, Ocean Pines.
410-208-1999; E. Shore Bluegrass Assn., show/jam, 2nd Sun., 1
p.m., Marydel Fire Co. 302-674-3149 or 492-1048
VETS: Vietnam Vets of Amer., 1st Thurs., 7 p.m., Easton VFW.
410-943-1374; 3rd Thurs., VFW 194, Salisbury. 410-651-0904;
Disabled American Vets Chap. 34, 4th Thurs., 1 p.m., Meuse
VFW Post 194, Salisbury. 410-749-4518
Chesapeake Christian Riders CMA 453, 1st Thurs, Bob Evans
Restaurant, Easton, 6 p.m. 410-943-8325
Mid-Shore A.B.A.T.E., 2nd Thurs., 7:30 p.m., Easton VFW.
www.midshoreabate.com
CANCER SUPPORT: Women Supporting Women, 3rd Wed., 7
p.m., Atlantic Bus. Ctr., #213, Berlin, 410-641-2849; 1st Thur.,
7-8:30 p.m., 106 W. Circle Ave., #101, Salisbury. 410-548-7880;
Shore Reg. Cancer Ctr., Easton, pre-register, 1-888-806-0756,
patients & survivors, Thurs., 5 p.m., Daytimers, 1st & 3rd Wed.,
10:30 p.m., family and caregivers, 1st & 3rd Wed., 5:30-7;
Brain Tumor Awareness, 3rd Tues, Comm. Foundation Eastern
Shore, Salisbury, 6:30. 410-443-1342; Women Supporting
Women Lymphedema group, 2nd Tues., 11-noon, Avery Hall Ed.
Ctr., PRMC. 410-548-7880
Medical coverage for pregnant women & children to age 19.
Kent, 410-778-7035, QA, 410-758-0720, Tal., 410-819-5690
SELF-HELP: Denton AA, 105 Gay St., Thurs., 8 p.m.; Co-
Dependents, Sun., 6:30 p.m., Christ UMC, Salisbury. 410-376-
0164; Dual Recovery, Wor. Library, Pocomoke, Mon., 7 p.m.;
Overeaters, Sat., 10 a.m., Christ UM Church, Salisbury. 410-376-
0164; Thur., 5 p.m., Buckingham Presby., 20 S. Main, Berlin.
410-629-0679; Mon. 5:15 p.m., Health Ed., Memorial Hosp.,
Easton; Fri. noon, St. Mark’s UMC, Easton. 410-820-0006;
TOPS, Tues., 6 p.m., Worcester Health Dept.; Thurs., 7 p.m.,
Christ UMC, Salisbury, 410-546-4197/543-9039; Church of God,
Easton, 6 p.m. 410-822-2630/673-2248
Merry Widows & Widowers, 3rd Tues., 2:30 p.m., Ocean Pines
CC. 410-208-6207; Beach Singles 45+, last Tues, 6 p.m. 410-
208-3974; Delmarva Singles 50+, 1st Wed., 6 p.m. 410-742-8310;
Activity Singles Klub, Easton, 2nd Wed., 410-822-7468
Nat’l Assn. Active & Retired Fed. Employees, Chap. 1261,
Salisbury area, 3rd Thurs., 410-896-2671; Chap. 2274, Wor. Co.,
4th Thurs., Jordan’s Rooftop, OC, 11:30 a.m., 410-641-5570
DUPLICATE BRIDGE: Riverside Homes, Salisbury, Mon., 7
p.m., 410-835-8343; Tred Avon, Wed., 11:30 a.m., Hyde Park
Community Clubhouse, Cordova Rd., Easton. 410-226-5126  

Writers Bloc, 3rd Sat., Rm. 3, Wic. Co. Library, Salisbury, 1 p.m.
Sons of Confederate Vets Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey Camp 1940,
friends, 1st Wed., 7 p.m., Wic. Library, Salisbury 410-641-9305
Pine’eer Craft & Gift Shop, Ocean Pines Comm. Ctr., 239
Ocean Pkwy., every Sat. & Sun., 10-4.
Federalsburg VFC, breakfast 4th Sun., 7-10. $6, kids $3; >3 free.
Preston Vol. Fire Co., AUCE breakfast, 1st Sun., 7-10, $6.
Delmarva Detachment/Marine Corps League, 2nd Wed., 7,
American Legion, Post 64, Salisbury. 410-341-4616
United Fitness Class, free, Mon., Wed., Fri., chair exercise, 9:30-
10, Mt. Hermon UM Church. 410-548-9436
Free beginner’s knitting class, 3rd Tues., 1-2, Women
Supporting Women, 106 W. Circle Ave., Suite 101, Salisbury.
Sudlersville Train Station Museum, 1st Sat., May to October,
10-2. 410-438-3501
Heartland Quilt Guild, 1st Thurs., 7 p.m., Choptank Electric dis-
trict office, Denton. 410-820-5192
Military families, support troops, join Delmarva Blue Star
Mothers, 2nd Sat., 2 p.m., locations TBA. 410-438-2911 or 410-
376-0354
Ruthsburg Community Ctr., April 11, dance to live band,
"Flashback,” 8 - midnight. No one under 21. Tickets $25/couple
or $15/person. 410-758-3523 or kaufmanjb@baybroadband.net 
Somerset’s Party for Coastal Hospice at Clifton, April 18, 4-7.
410-742-8732
St. Luke's UM Church, St. Michaels, geranium/spring flower
sale, April 24, 9-4, April 25, 9-2. Rain or shine. 410-745-2534. 
Spring Festival, Mt. Olive UMC, Mt. Olive Church Rd., Snow
Hill, April 25, 11-2. 410-632-0485.
Chestertown Taste of the Town, April 26, Wilmer Park, 20
restaurants/caterers, music 12-4. www.tasteofchestertown.com
Flower Fair, St. Paul’s UM Church, Cambridge, April 29- 30,
10-7, May 1, 10-4, early bird 8:30. www.stpaulscambridge.com 
Caroline Hospice Golf Tourney, May 1, Caroline Country Club,
Denton. Call Jyce Moore, 877-758-1600.
Relay for Life Yard Sale, May 2, 8-12, Denton Elem., rain or
shine. $15 for table. 410-479-1660 (day) or 479-3462 
Dinner-dance benefit Queen Anne’s Emergency Ctr., May 9, 6:30
p.m., Chesapeake Bay Beach Club, Stevensville. Music, Bobby
and the Believers. Tickets, $175, 410-822-1000, ext. 5509. 
Roast Beef Buffet, May 9, 4-7 pm, Zion UM Church, Cecilton.
Adults $12, children $5, < 3 free. 410-275-8511 or www.cecil-
tonparish.org
Spring Native Plant Sale, May 9, 9-1, Adkins Arboretum,
Ridgely.  410-634-2847 or info@adkinsarboretum.org
Nature Photography Workshop, May 16, 23, 8-9 a.m., Adkins
Arboretum by Joshue Taylor Jr. Pre-register, 410-634-2847
Preston Elem. School PTA Spring Fest carnival, May 16, 11-3,
games, entertainment. Benefits students. 410-673-1030
Senior Celebration, May 21, 10-3, open to public, exhibits,
prizes, music, food, Sailwinds Park, Cambridge. 410-228-0190
Beckwith Church Strawberry Festival, May 23, 9 a.m., Neck
Dist. Firehouse, near Cambridge. Vendors, call 410-228-7807.
Annual Soft Shell Festival, Crisfield City Dock, May 24, 12-5,
vendors, music, food. Presented by Crisfield Lions and Chamber
of Commerce. 410-968-2500
Soup ‘n Walk, Adkins Arboretum, May 30, 11-1:30. Nature walk
and lunch. Pre-register, 410-634-2847

Choptank Electric and the friendly folks at
MidAtlantic Farm Credit (MAFC) are working together
to assist our members who are seeking financing for
energy improvements to their home. 

For the first time, MidAtlantic Farm Credit will
make loans available
to any member of the
cooperative, accord-
ing to Tom Tyndall,
Energy Program Coordinator. “Historically, Farm
Credit worked only with members of the farm and
agricultural community, but has now expanded their
services to reach a broad residential base,” he said. 

“Farm Credit is working with the Virginia, Maryland
and Delaware Association of Electric Cooperatives
to premier this brand new energy efficiency loan
program.”

Whether you are remodeling, making energy
efficiency upgrades to your home or purchasing energy
saving appliances, MAFC loan specialists can help with
all of the unique situations involved in living in a rural
area.   

“Energy efficiency upgrades can be expensive

initially but pay big dividends in the long run and
financing these improvements help keep up front, out of
pocket expenses, to a minimum,” said Tyndall.  

Farm Credit is a member-owned cooperative and is
founded on the same business principles as your electric
cooperative. MidAtlantic Farm Credit is your one-stop
source for financing with a wide range of loan pro-
grams, services and rate options. 

Choptank is acting only as a referral agent and does
not benefit financially from this partnership. Any
cooperative member who contacts MAFC is subject to
the same specific underwriting and credit standards as
any other member seeking a loan. When dealing with
matters of credit, Farm Credit takes the member’s
confidentiality very seriously. Therefore, any details of
the loan or application will not be shared with Choptank
Electric Cooperative.

If you are interested in the energy efficiency loan
program, visit www.farmcreditenergy.com and click on
the county where you live. The website will forward
you to the applicable MAFC branch,  or call toll-free
800-919-FARM and the operator will direct you to the
applicable MAFC branch office.   




