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“Charlle” and “Phantom” visit annual meetlng

Allie Davis, daughter of co-op
employee Billy Davis, and
Youth Tour alumni Tre’Von
Green, son of employee
Wanda Green, are greeted by
CFL Charlie (alias Justin
Bacon, a Youth Tour alumni).

There were some “characters” at
Choptank’s 715t annual meeting, as
Touchstone Energy’s CFL Charlie and the |
mysterious “Phantom” greeted members
and guests. Charlie urged the use of
power-saving bulbs, while the phantom
educated people on “phantom load” in the |-
§ form of instant-on electronics. g

Energy savings and green energy were
hot topics for the meeting, which was held |-
in Cambridge. President and CEO Fred
| Hubbard told members, “Each of us has a
| role in making sure our elected officials
remember their obligations to protect the
public’s interest in maintaining affordable,
reliable electricity.” He went on to outline
- | ways in which Choptank has been work-
ing with its power supplier, Old Dominion
Electric Cooperative, to procure power
from renewable energy projects. This
includes a wind power project in eastern
Pennsylvania, Falling Spring hydroelectric
plant near Covington, Virginia, and the
Worcester County Landfill methane gas
generating project near Princess Anne.

The debonair “Phantom” aka employee
Kevin Wright, talks with a member
about the costs of phantom load.

Mr. Hubbard also announced that
Choptank has been evaluating a Green
Power offer for its members which
will be available this summer. Green
Power will be sold in 100 kilowatt
blocks for approximately 35 cents per
block which will appear as a separate
charge on the electric bill.

Co-op offering used vehicles for sale in June

Choptank Electric Cooperative is offering the
vehicles listed for sale by closed bid. The equipment
can be viewed Saturday, June 6 and Saturday June 13
from 8 a.m. to 12 noon in the Denton District, equip-
ment yard,. Please enter at gate off Meeting House
Rd. (Business Rt. 404). Bids must be received by
June 19, no later than 5 p.m. Mail bids to: Choptank
Electric Cooperative, Attn: Bill Ferguson, P.O. Box
430, Denton MD 21629.

The vehicles are: 2000 Dodge Caravan, 156,212
mi.; F350 4X4 Meadows dump truck, 85,227 mi.;
2000 Chevrolet Lumina Sedan, 78,344 mi.; 1999 Ford

F250SD 4X4, 136,080 mi.; 2000 Ford F150 4X4
extended cab, 150,120 mi.; 2002 Ford E-250 cargo
van, 105,232 mi.; 2002 Ford E-250 CARGO VAN,
94,804 mi.; 2002 FORD F150 pick up, 102,042 mi.;
2002 Ford F150 pick up, 68,109 mi.;

1995 Chevrolet Lumina sedan, 114,250 mi.; 2002
Ford E-250 cargo van, 155,779 mi.; 2004 Dodge
Caravan C/V, 130,853 mi.; 2004 Dodge Caravan C/V,
119,222 mi.; 2004 Dodge Caravan C/V, 112,522 mi.;
2002 Butler 24,000 GVWR tag-along deck-over trail-
er;I 1993 Transcraft 40’ flat bed trailer with spread
axle.

Linemen compete at VA Gaff-n-Go Rodeo

Two teams of linemen and an apprentice from
Choptank Electric competed with lineworkers from
Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, Ohio, South
Carolina, Kentucky and New York at the seventh
annual Gaff-n-Go Lineman’s Rodeo, April 4, at
Liberty University in Lynchburg, VA.

The competition takes place atop 40-foot-tall utility
poles and gives professional linemen the opportunity

to demonstrate their technical skills as they perform a
variety of tasks during five scored events. Each team
or individual apprentice is judged not only on the time
it takes to perform an event but, more importantly,
according to safe and efficient work practices. Thirty
teams and 49 apprentices competed.

The Lineman’s Rodeo is sponsored by the Virginia,
Maryland & Delaware Association of Electric
Cooperatives with all proceeds benefiting its scholar-
ship foundation.

“This competition showcases discipline, training,
teamwork and confidence — the special qualities a
lineman must have,” said Richard Johnstone, execu-
tive vice president of the statewide association.

Participating in the rodeo were, standing, I-r: Team
Coordinator, David Ward; Wayne Daubach, apprentice;
Judge, Andy Breeding; Team Denton, Randy Combs,
Paul Miles, Nathan Smith. Seated, Team Pocomoke, John
Shermer, David Brown, Andy Kauffman, Mark Nicolle. Not
shown, Kevin Hauf, apprentice.
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Re-regulation and the 426th General Assembly

By Bob Behlke
Vice President, Consumer Affairs

The 426t Session of the
Maryland General Assembly
ended April 13 at midnight.
Local television, radio and print
media have kept you informed
‘ about the bills that would affect

the entire state as well as local

reference purposes, Senate Bill 844 was the
main vehicle.

During the course of the session, the re-
regulation initiative morphed many times.
The goal was to give the Maryland Public
Service Commission the authority to order
electric utilities to build or be part of a con-
sortium to build new power plants within
the state. Other language of concern was if
a plant were to be built in Maryland, all
ratepayers in the state would see a sur-
charge on their bill to pay for the plant.

The argument seems sound enough at
first glance, but the reality is if this law
were enacted, it could be quite costly to

bills.

| want to discuss one issue that was
given quite a bit of attention, which was the
attempt to re-regulate the electric industry
in Maryland. A number of House and
Senate bills addressed this issue, but for

Capital Credit Allocation Notice to Members

Choptank Electric is a non-profit mem- members’ accounts for 2008 totals
ber-owned utility. Any margins (profits) $1,015,764. This allocation is for Old
above the cost of service are allocated back Dominion Electric Cooperative (ODEC),
to the member-owners based on how much Choptank’s energy supplier.
electricity each purchased during the year. Since Choptank Electric did not have a
This allocation is done after the final positive margin for 2008, a co-op allocation
financial statements have been reviewed and ~ will not be made. To determine the allocation
audited. This year the 2008 Capital Credit amount for each member, the cooperative cal-
Allocation was made in April 2009. This culates an allocation factor. Your 2008 capital
year, as last year, the 2008 capital credit allo-  credit allocation factor for ODEC was 1.23%.
cation notice for active members will be For example: If your total 2008 billings
shown on the May 2009 electric bill in the were $1,200, your approximate co-op distri-
left message area above the bill stub. Inactive  bution billings would be $360 and ODEC
members with 2008 electricity billings will energy supplier billings would be $840.
be mailed a separate allocation notice. Co-op: $360 x 0.00% = $0.00 allocated
The Choptank Electric Board of Directors 2008 margins.
reviews capital credits each year and decides ODEC: $840 x 1.23% = $10.33 allocated
how and when to pay capital credits that have 2008 margins. . _
been allocated. Their decision is based on a If you have questions about your capital
variety of factors including the financial con-  credits, please contact our customer service
dition of the co-op. center at 877-892-0001. Please have your

The capital credits (margins) allocated to ~ account number available when you call.

Act now to meet our energy challenges

We face a huge energy challenge in the U.S. Pressure is on Congress to do something about
climate change, but this is only one part of the energy crisis for all of us. The call to curb emis-
sion of greenhouse gases comes as demand for electricity is growing and the country faces a
shortage in the amount of electricity available. More demand, less power and more regulations
will mean electricity costs will escalate for everyone.

Electric cooperative members will be affected by any federal action. We need you to speak
with your members of Congress about America’s energy future and make them aware of the cri-
sis we face. Go to www.ourenergy.coop or mail this coupon and we will forward your message.
Additional information is on our website. Questions? Please call 877-892-0001, x8553.

I would like to participate in the national conversation on energy production, research and
technology, and affordability. At the appropriate times during the next year, please send, on
my behalf, three electronic messages regarding these topics to my member of Congress.

NOTE: We cannot forward your request to Congress unless all of the following blanks are
completed.

Name

Address Email address

City, State,Zip
Send coupon to: Choptank Electric Co-op, Attn: Bob Behlke, PO Box 430, Denton MD 21629

Choptank members. Choptank purchases its
power through Old Dominion Electric
Cooperative (ODEC) based in Richmond,
Virginia. Choptank does not, nor do we
plan to own any generation facility. As you
might imagine, electric generation plants
are extremely expensive and we could not
justify that expense to our membership.

The surcharge language was most
upsetting to Choptank because any plant
built on the western side of the bay would
not bring any rate relief, but Choptank
members would still have to pay for it. We
could not support that type of cost social-
ization.

The typical model for electric co-ops is
to buy needed power from the open market
or have long-term contracts with generators,
then distribute that power to the members.
Choptank follows that model and has a
long-term contract with ODEC. We believe
this to be the best business model for our
members, and to support that belief, we cur-
rently have one of the lowest residential
rates in the state.

One of the supporting arguments was
that Maryland currently imports approxi-
mately 30% of its needed electricity. | cer-
tainly do not argue that statistic, but would
argue if importation is the most economical
manner to satisfy our energy needs, then
we should continue that practice.

Governor O’Malley has stated he
intends to bring back a re-regulation bill
next year, despite the Public Service
Commission’s statement that re-regulation
will not bring rate relief in the foreseeable
future.

I have been urging our members to stay
informed and let your legislator(s) know
how you feel. The Eastern Shore delegation
has been very receptive and responsive to
the cooperative. They are a good group, but
they can’t help you if you don’t communi-
cate.

Watt’'s the Answer?

Win $10 credit on your electric bill by
entering the monthly trivia contest.

Watt’s the Answer for May: What is
the?most used letter in the English alpha-
bet?

The winner of the March contest is
Juanita Wheatley, Taylors Island, who
knew the only food that doesn’t spoil is
honey. Honey darkens with age and
becomes a bit stronger in flavor, but it will
not spoil.

oney will keeﬁ) indefinitely if stored in
a sealed container. It is best stored at room
temperature. Refrigeration promotes granu-
lation, but it doesn't spoil it.

Send the answer with your name,
address, account and phone to:
annew@choptankelectric.coop or Watt’s the
Answer, Choptank Electric, P.O. Box 430,
Denton MD 21629. Answers must be
received by June 5. The winner will be
announced in the July edition.




