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SEND EVENTS: Shore Good to Know, Choptank Electric, 
P.O. Box 430, Denton, MD 21629; or

annew@choptankelectric.coop two months prior to event if
possible. Please include phone number.

DANCE: Pine Steppers, workshop Wed., 7 p.m., Ocean Pines
Comm. Ctr. 410-208-6331/208-6777; Ocean Waves, 2nd Sat., 8-
10:30 p.m., Mid-Shore YMCA, 715 S. Shumaker Dr., Salisbury.
410-873-2027/822-7387; Pepper Steppers, 2nd Sat., 8 p.m., 1st
UM Church Hall, Chestertown, 410-810-0926/778-4578;
Dorchester Swingers, Maple Elem., Egypt Rd., Cambridge, 8-10,
1st Fri. 410-822-7535. Line dance, Fri., Order of Eagles, 107
Alexander Ave., Salisbury, beginners 6 p.m., 410-749-1981
BINGO: Willards VFC, Thurs., 7 p.m., Lions Bldg., 410-835-
8678; Pittsville VFC, Fri., 7 p.m. 410-835-2323; Fedsbg. VFW,
Thurs., 7:20 p.m. 410-754-5020; Hurlock Legion, Fri., 7:30 p.m.,
410-943-8205; Denton Legion, Tues., 6 p.m., 410-479-2708;
Redmen, Fruitland, Mon., 6:30 p.m. 410-742-6859; Willards
Lions, Tues., 7 p.m. 410-835-2328; Denton VFC, Fri., 7:30 p.m.;
Holy Saviour Church, 17th St./Ocean Hwy., Ocean City, Fri., 7-
10. 410-524-7004; Ocean City Elks 2645, Wed., open 5:30,
surpise & early bird, 6:30, regular, 7 p.m. 410-250-2645                   
MUSIC: Peninsulaires, Tues. 7:30 p.m., St. Paul’s Episc. Hall,
Hebron. 410-251-0780; Ocean Bay Sweet Adelines, Mon., 7
p.m., same location, 410-749-1194; Delmarva Sweet Adelines,
Mon., 7 p.m., Ocean Pines Comm. Ctr. 410-641-6876; QA
Barbershop, Wed., 6:30 p.m., Ches. College, Wye Mills. 410-
827-7993; Bay Country Chorus, Mon., 7 p.m., Miller Hall,
behind Trinity Cathedral, Easton. 410-770-8262; Worcester
Chorale, Wed., 7 p.m., Comm. Church, Rt. 589, Ocean Pines.
410-208-1999; E. Shore Bluegrass Assn., show/jam, 2nd Sun., 1
p.m., Marydel Fire Co. 302-674-3149 or 492-1048
VETS: Vietnam Vets of Amer., 1st Thurs., 7 p.m., Easton VFW.
410-943-1374; 3rd Thurs., VFW 194, Salisbury. 410-651-0904;
Disabled American Vets Chap. 34, 4th Thurs., 1 p.m., Meuse
VFW Post 194, Salisbury. 410-749-4518
Chesapeake Christian Riders CMA 453, 1st Thurs, Bob Evans
Restaurant, Easton, 6 p.m. 410-943-8325
Mid-Shore A.B.A.T.E., 2nd Thurs., 7:30 p.m., Easton VFW.
www.midshoreabate.com
CANCER SUPPORT: Women Supporting Women, 3rd Wed., 7
p.m., 213 Atlantic Bus. Ctr., Berlin, 410-641-2849; 1st Thur., 7-
8:30 p.m., 106 W. Circle Ave., #101, Salisbury. 410-548-7880;
Shore Reg. Cancer Ctr., Easton, pre-register, 1-888-806-0756,
patients & survivors, Thurs., 5 p.m., Daytimers, 1st & 3rd Wed.,
10:30 p.m., family and caregivers, 1st & 3rd Wed., 5:30-7;
Brain Tumor Awareness, 3rd Tues, Comm. Foundation Eastern
Shore, Salisbury, 6:30. 410-443-1342; Women Supporting
Women Lymphedema group, 2nd Tues., 11-noon, Avery Hall Ed.
Ctr., PRMC. 410-548-7880
SELF-HELP: Denton AA, 105 Gay St., Thurs., 8 p.m.; Co-
Dependents, Sun., 6:30 p.m., Christ UMC, Salisbury. 410-376-
0164; Dual Recovery, Wor. Library, Pocomoke, Mon., 7 p.m.;
Overeaters, Sat., 10 a.m., Christ UM Church, Salisbury. 410-376-
0164; Thur., 5 p.m., Buckingham Presby., 20 S. Main, Berlin.
410-629-0679; Mon. 5:15 p.m., Health Ed., Memorial Hosp.,
Easton; Fri. noon, St. Mark’s UMC, Easton. 410-820-0006;
TOPS, Tues., 6 p.m., Worcester Health Dept.; Thurs., 7 p.m.,
Christ UMC, Salisbury, 410-546-4197/543-9039; Church of God,
Easton, 6 p.m. 410-822-2630/673-2248

Writers Bloc, 3rd Sat., Rm. 3, Wic. Co. Library, Salisbury, 1 p.m.
Ocean Pines Camera Club, 2nd Wed., 7 p.m., OP Library.
Sons of Confederate Vets Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey Camp 1940,
friends, 1st Wed., 7 p.m., Wic. Library, Salisbury 410-641-9305
Pine’eer Craft & Gift Shop, Ocean Pines Comm. Ctr., 239
Ocean Pkwy., every Sat. & Sun., 10-4.
Federalsburg VFC, breakfast 4th Sun., 7-10. $6, kids $3; >3 free.
Preston Vol. Fire Co., AUCE breakfast, 1st Sun., 7-10, $6.
Delmarva Detachment/Marine Corps League, 2nd Wed., 7,
American Legion, Post 64, Salisbury. 410-341-4616
United Fitness Class, free, Mon., Wed., Fri., chair exercise, 9:30-
10, Mt. Hermon UM Church. 410-548-9436
Free beginner’s knitting class, 3rd Tues., 1-2, Women
Supporting Women, 106 W. Circle Ave., Suite 101, Salisbury.
Sudlersville Train Station Museum, 1st Sat., May to October,
10-2. 410-438-3501
Heartland Quilt Guild, 1st Thurs., 7 p.m., Choptank Electric dis-
trict office, Denton. 410-820-5192
Military families, Delmarva Blue Star Mothers, 2nd Sat., 2 p.m.,
locations TBA. 410-438-2911 or 410-376-0354
Eastern Shore Lawnmower Racing Championships, Great
Pocomoke Fairgrounds, May 16-17, 1 p.m. $5. 410-632-3998.
Hope & Healing with Horses, Green Gate Farm, Princess Anne,
May 17. 410-742-8732, ext.114.
Senior Celebration, May 21, 10-3, open to public, exhibits,
prizes, music, food, Sailwinds Park, Cambridge. 410-228-0190
Beckwith Church Strawberry Festival, May 23, 9 a.m., Neck
Dist. Firehouse, near Cambridge. Vendors, call 410-228-7807.
Soft Shell Festival, Crisfield City Dock, May 24, 12-5. Presented
by Crisfield Lions and Chamber of Commerce. 410-968-2500
Friends of Poplar Hill Mansion Bridal Showcase, May 24, 1-5,
vendors, fashion show 3 p.m. $5/person. 410-749-1776.
Soup ‘n Walk, Adkins Arboretum, May 30, 11-1:30. Nature walk
and lunch. Pre-register, 410-634-2847

St. Luke's UM Church Craft Show & Strawberry Festival, 304
Talbot St., St. Michaels, June 6, 10 to 5. Crafts, lunch, bake sale,
food. Rain or shine. Call church office 410-745-2534.

Mid-Atlantic Classic Chevy Festival, June 6-7, Francis Scott
Key Motel, Rt. 50, Ocean City, open to all 1929-84 Chevrolets.
410-749-6476.

W.T. Ruark Fishing Tournament, Hoopers Is. Firehouse, June 7,
2:30-5:30. Fun, food, fish, prizes. Purchase tickets by June 6, 7
p.m. $5 to register. 410-397-3349 or 397-3417

Caroline Co. Relay for Life, June 19, 4-H Park, Denton. 410-
770-3095 or 410-482-2141

Bird-watching, Summer Birds, Adkins Arboretum, Ridgely, June
20, 8-10:30 a.m. Bring binoculars, field guide. $8 members, $10
public. Pre-registration required, 410-634-2847, ext. 0. 

Jeeps on the Shore, Grat Pocomoke Fairgrounds, June 20-21,
www.jeepsontheshore.com

Night Under the Stars Family Program, Adkins Arboretum,
Ridgely, June 27, 6 p.m. Bring tent, sleeping bags, flashlight,
toiletries. $5/person, members, $7/person, public. Pre-registra-
tion required. 410-634-2847, ext. 0.

East Coast Pullers Truck & Tractor Pull, Great Pocomoke
Fairgrounds, June 27, 7 p.m., $12, 410-632-3998.

Co-op offering used vehicles for sale in June

Participating in the rodeo were, standing, l-r: Team
Coordinator, David Ward; Wayne Daubach, apprentice;
Judge, Andy Breeding; Team Denton, Randy Combs,
Paul Miles, Nathan Smith. Seated, Team Pocomoke, John
Shermer, David Brown, Andy Kauffman, Mark Nicolle. Not
shown, Kevin Hauf, apprentice.

“Charlie” and “Phantom” visit annual meeting

The debonair “Phantom” aka employee
Kevin Wright, talks with a member
about the costs of phantom load.

Allie Davis, daughter of co-op
employee Billy Davis, and
Youth Tour alumni Tre’Von
Green, son of employee
Wanda Green, are greeted by
CFL Charlie (alias Justin
Bacon, a Youth Tour alumni). 

There were some “characters” at
Choptank’s 71st annual meeting, as
Touchstone Energy’s CFL Charlie and the
mysterious “Phantom” greeted members
and guests. Charlie urged the use of
power-saving bulbs, while the phantom
educated people on “phantom load” in the
form of instant-on electronics.

Energy savings and green energy were
hot topics for the meeting, which was held
in Cambridge. President and CEO Fred
Hubbard told members, “Each of us has a
role in making sure our elected officials
remember their obligations to protect the
public’s interest in maintaining affordable,
reliable electricity.” He went on to outline
ways in which Choptank has been work-
ing with its power supplier, Old Dominion
Electric Cooperative, to procure power
from renewable energy projects. This
includes a wind power project in eastern
Pennsylvania, Falling Spring hydroelectric
plant near Covington, Virginia, and the
Worcester County Landfill methane gas
generating project near Princess Anne.

Mr. Hubbard also announced that
Choptank has been evaluating a Green
Power offer for its members which
will be available this summer. Green
Power will be sold in 100 kilowatt
blocks for approximately 35 cents per
block which will appear as a separate
charge on the electric bill.

Choptank Electric Cooperative is offering the
vehicles listed for sale by closed bid. The equipment
can be viewed Saturday, June 6 and Saturday June 13
from 8 a.m. to 12 noon in the Denton District, equip-
ment yard,. Please enter at gate off Meeting House
Rd. (Business Rt. 404). Bids must be received by
June 19,  no later than 5 p.m. Mail bids to: Choptank
Electric Cooperative,  Attn: Bill Ferguson, P.O. Box
430, Denton MD 21629. 

The vehicles are: 2000 Dodge Caravan, 156,212
mi.; F350 4X4 Meadows dump truck, 85,227 mi.;
2000 Chevrolet Lumina Sedan, 78,344 mi.; 1999 Ford

F250SD 4X4, 136,080 mi.; 2000 Ford F150 4X4
extended cab, 150,120 mi.; 2002 Ford E-250 cargo
van, 105,232 mi.; 2002 Ford E-250 CARGO VAN,
94,804 mi.; 2002 FORD F150 pick up, 102,042 mi.;
2002 Ford F150 pick up, 68,109 mi.;

1995 Chevrolet Lumina sedan, 114,250 mi.; 2002
Ford E-250 cargo van, 155,779 mi.; 2004 Dodge
Caravan C/V, 130,853 mi.; 2004 Dodge Caravan C/V,
119,222 mi.; 2004 Dodge Caravan C/V, 112,522 mi.;
2002 Butler  24,000 GVWR tag-along deck-over trail-
er; 1993 Transcraft 40’ flat bed trailer with spread
axle.

Two teams of linemen and an apprentice from
Choptank Electric competed with lineworkers from
Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, Ohio, South
Carolina, Kentucky and New York at the seventh
annual Gaff-n-Go Lineman’s Rodeo, April 4, at
Liberty University in Lynchburg, VA. 

The competition takes place atop 40-foot-tall utility
poles and gives professional linemen the opportunity

to demonstrate their technical skills as they perform a
variety of tasks during five scored events. Each team
or individual apprentice is judged not only on the time
it takes to perform an event but, more importantly,
according to safe and efficient work practices. Thirty
teams and 49 apprentices competed.

The Lineman’s Rodeo is sponsored by the Virginia,
Maryland & Delaware Association of Electric
Cooperatives with all proceeds benefiting its scholar-
ship foundation.

“This competition showcases discipline, training,
teamwork and confidence – the special qualities a
lineman must have,” said Richard Johnstone, execu-
tive vice president of the statewide association.

Linemen compete at VA Gaff-n-Go Rodeo

Co-op files to keep Power Cost
Adjustment at $0.00/kWh

Choptank is filing with the Maryland Public Service
Commission (PSC) to continue a rate of $0.00/kWh for the
Power Cost Adjustment (PCA). The PCA is a line item on all
electric bills used, when required, to meet the fluctuating cost
of purchasing power for electricity supply.

The PSC reviews Choptank’s cost data to ensure that the
PCA amount has been set accurately. The annual hearing with
the MPSC is scheduled for June 11, 2009.



By Bob Behlke
Vice President, Consumer Affairs

The 426th Session of the
Maryland General Assembly
ended April 13 at midnight.
Local television, radio and print
media have kept you informed
about the bills that would affect
the entire state as well as local

bills. 
I want to discuss one issue that was

given quite a bit of attention, which was the
attempt to re-regulate the electric industry
in Maryland. A number of House and
Senate bills addressed this issue, but for

reference purposes, Senate Bill 844 was the
main vehicle. 

During the course of the session, the re-
regulation initiative morphed many times.
The goal was to give the Maryland Public
Service Commission the authority to order
electric utilities to build or be part of a con-
sortium to build new power plants within
the state. Other language of concern was if
a plant were to be built in Maryland, all
ratepayers in the state would see a sur-
charge on their bill to pay for the plant. 

The argument seems sound enough at
first glance, but the reality is if this law
were enacted, it could be quite costly to

Choptank members. Choptank purchases its
power through Old Dominion Electric
Cooperative (ODEC) based in Richmond,
Virginia. Choptank does not, nor do we
plan to own any generation facility. As you
might imagine, electric generation plants
are extremely expensive and we could not
justify that expense to our membership.

The surcharge language was most
upsetting to Choptank because any plant
built on the western side of the bay would
not bring any rate relief, but Choptank
members would still have to pay for it. We
could not support that type of cost social-
ization. 

The typical model for electric co-ops is
to buy needed power from the open market
or have long-term contracts with generators,
then distribute that power to the members.
Choptank follows that model and has a
long-term contract with ODEC. We believe
this to be the best business model for our
members, and to support that belief, we cur-
rently have one of the lowest residential
rates in the state. 

One of the supporting arguments was
that Maryland currently imports approxi-
mately 30% of its needed electricity. I cer-
tainly do not argue that statistic, but would
argue if importation is the most economical
manner to  satisfy our energy needs, then
we should continue that practice. 

Governor O’Malley has stated he
intends to bring back a re-regulation bill
next year, despite the Public Service
Commission’s statement that re-regulation
will not bring rate relief in the foreseeable
future. 

I have been urging our members to stay
informed and let your legislator(s) know
how you feel. The Eastern Shore delegation
has been very receptive and responsive to
the cooperative. They are a good group, but
they can’t help you if you don’t communi-
cate.

Act now to meet our energy challenges
We face a huge energy challenge in the U.S. Pressure is on Congress to do something about

climate change, but this is only one part of the energy crisis for all of us. The call to curb emis-
sion of greenhouse gases comes as demand for electricity is growing and the country faces a
shortage in the amount of electricity available. More demand, less power and more regulations
will mean electricity costs will escalate for everyone.

Electric cooperative members will be affected by any federal action. We need you to speak
with your members of Congress about America’s energy future and make them aware of the cri-
sis we face. Go to www.ourenergy.coop or mail this coupon and we will forward your message.
Additional information is on our website. Questions? Please call 877-892-0001, x8553.

Name

Address

City, State,Zip

Email address

We must have your e-mail in order to send this message. Thank you!

Send coupon to: Choptank Electric Co-op, Attn: Bob Behlke, PO Box 430, Denton MD 21629

Re-regulation and the 426th General Assembly

Watt’s the Answer?

Capital Credit Allocation Notice to Members

Choptank Electric is launching a new Co-op Connections offer which allows our members to obtain
savings on the cost of dental, vision and hearing needs.  The offer is now available for a nominal monthly fee to the many hundreds of
Co-op Connections cardholders who participate in the program.  

Through this new offer, members will save 15% to 50% on dental services at thousands of participating Aetna dental offices nation-
wide; 10% to 60% savings on eye exams, eyeglasses, contact lenses, even LASIK surgery; and 15% to 50% discounts on hearing aids and
hearing care products. Similar discount benefit programs can be found for as much as $5.50 to $9.50 per month. The special pricing avail-
able to co-op members through Co-op Connections Program is only $4.25 per month for the entire family. Cooperative members receive
huge savings on the monthly membership price, but an even bigger savings at the dentist’s office, optical stores and more!

“In these financially challenging times, we want to offer a program to help our members  save money on costly healthcare products
and services,” said Debbie Rementer, coordinator of the program and Key Accounts Manager. “This is just one more way you can benefit
from being a member of Choptank Electric.”  

Because of the tremendous success of the Co-op Connections prescription drug discount program launched in 2007, Choptank decided
to offer the dental, vision and hearing benefit as another way to help members save on healthcare products and services.  

Cooperative members may sign up at www.choptankelectric.coop by clicking on the Connections Card logo on the home page. Those
who sign up for the new savings program will receive a membership guide booklet and discount card from Cooperative Healthy Savings
to present at participating dentists as well as vision and hearing care professionals to receive instant discounts that can add up to signifi-
cant savings. The charge for this card can be made monthly or annually via credit card or e-check.   

Aetna Dental Access®, a respected leader in the health care industry for decades, provides the dental network. The discount vision
network includes top national optical chains such as LensCrafters, Pearle Vision and JCPenney Optical, plus the hearing aid program
offers discounts at Beltone locations as well as convenient mail order products.

Choptank Electric’s Co-op Connections Card program, launched in October 2008, has already provided its members with
thousands of dollars of savings on their pharmacy bills.

According to statistics released on April 5, 2009 by New Benefits, the company that administers the program for Touchstone Energy,
Choptank members are using their cards often and enjoying the many benefits received from the prescription discount offer.

Since the cards were mailed to the membership the first week of October, Choptank members have filled 2,858 prescriptions with the
card and saved a total of $52,681.86.

Many members have let us know they are thrilled about the savings they realize for their prescriptions, especially those they take on a
regular basis. At Choptank, we are gratified to know this offer can make such a big difference in someone’s quality of life! As one happy
member put it, “Seniors who aren’t using their card don’t realize how much (money) they can save!” Savings for this member have added
up to $368.60 so far in 2009. The out-of-pocket expenses would have been $610.91.

Some members have not realized that even if they have a prescription plan through their insurance company or Medicare prescription
coverage that they can use the Co-op Connections Card. They simply must do a little homework and find out how much they save using
their insurance coverage and how much the savings is using the Co-op Connections Card, then use the plan that provides the most savings!

Have you used your Choptank Electric Co-op Connections card yet? 
The Co-op Connections Cards is a benefit of being a member of Choptank Electric Cooperative. Use your card at any local business

displaying the Co-op Connections window sticker and save money. For a complete list of participating local and national businesses, log
onto www.choptankelectric.coop. You can also find the businesses listed in several past issues of the Live Wire.

Don’t forget, you can use your Connections Card for prescription discounts at many local pharmacies. In December, Choptank mem-
bers saved over $8,200 or 34% on their prescriptions.

Local businesses interested in joining should call 877-892-0001, ext. 8618 for more information.
Listed below are just a few of the national businesses participating. And don’t forget, you can use the Card at any business displaying

the Co-op Connections sticker throughout the U.S.
Barnes & Noble.com: Buy online and get up to 40% off the list prices on books and other merchandise offered in the Co-op Connections
customized online bookstore. Save an extra 5% on every order and receive free standard shipping when you spend $25 or more (See site
for details). Online only.
Best Western Hotels: Special low rates available only to cooperative members. Must reserve room in advance.
College Parents of America: 50% off one-year membership, a savings of $18.25.
Hertz: Use discount code for savings, added savings for one car class upgrade, additional $10 savings on weekly rental.
Magazines.com: Receive $5 off a large selection of popular titles, plus received free shipping on every order.
Meineke Car Care Centers, Inc.: $10 off Lifetime or Performance muffler, $20 off brake service, $5 off any oil change service.
National Car Rental: Unlimited mileage and year-round discounts off rates, up to 20% and take advantage of special offers like one free
weekend day or a free upgrade.
Omaha Steaks: 66% off the Ultimate Pack plus 6 free Omaha Steaks Burgers sent to every shipping address in your order. (2 filet
mignons, 4 gourmet burgers, 10 potatoes au gratin, plus 6 free burgers for $29.99)
ProFlowers: 15% on orders on arrangements, flowers, plants, gourmet gift baskets.
Sherwin-Williams: 20% off any regular priced item or 10% off any sale item when you present your Sherwin-Williams discount card. Go
online to get discount card.
Six Flags Theme Parks: Employee ticket pricing for all parks online. Up to 40% off gate price.
Sprint: 15% on Sprint or Nextel monthly services or extend discount to include up to 4 additional units on your account.
XM Radio: Receive XM Sportscaster Radio free with any new service commitment. Order online.

Co-op Connections® Program offers 
dental, vision and hearing savings

Choptank Electric is a non-profit mem-
ber-owned utility. Any margins (profits)
above the cost of service are allocated back
to the member-owners based on how much
electricity each purchased during the year.

This allocation is done after the final
financial statements have been reviewed and
audited. This year the 2008 Capital Credit
Allocation was made in April 2009. This
year, as last year, the 2008 capital credit allo-
cation notice for active members will be
shown on the May 2009 electric bill in the
left message area above the bill stub. Inactive
members with 2008 electricity billings will
be mailed a separate allocation notice.

The Choptank Electric Board of Directors
reviews capital credits each year and decides
how and when to pay capital credits that have
been allocated. Their decision is based on a
variety of factors including the financial con-
dition of the co-op.

The capital credits (margins) allocated to

members’ accounts for 2008 totals
$1,015,764. This allocation is for Old
Dominion Electric Cooperative (ODEC),
Choptank’s energy supplier. 

Since Choptank Electric did not have a
positive margin for 2008, a co-op allocation
will not be made. To determine the allocation
amount for each member, the cooperative cal-
culates an allocation factor. Your 2008 capital
credit allocation factor for ODEC was 1.23%.

For example: If your total 2008 billings
were $1,200, your approximate co-op distri-
bution billings would be $360 and ODEC
energy supplier billings would be $840.

Co-op:  $360 x 0.00% = $0.00 allocated
2008 margins.

ODEC: $840 x 1.23% = $10.33 allocated
2008 margins.

If you have questions about your capital
credits, please contact our customer service
center at 877-892-0001. Please have your
account number available when you call.

I would like to participate in the national conversation on energy production, research and
technology, and affordability. At the appropriate times during the next year, please send, on
my behalf, three electronic messages regarding these topics to my member of Congress.

NOTE: We cannot forward your request to Congress unless all of the following blanks are 
completed.

Win $10 credit on your electric bill by
entering the monthly trivia contest. 

Watt’s the Answer for May: What is
the most used letter in the English alpha-
bet?

The winner of the March contest is
Juanita Wheatley, Taylors Island, who
knew the only food that doesn’t spoil is
honey. Honey darkens with age and
becomes a bit stronger in flavor, but it will
not spoil.

Honey will keep indefinitely if stored in
a sealed container. It is best stored at room
temperature. Refrigeration promotes granu-
lation, but it doesn't spoil it. 

Send the answer with your name,
address, account and phone to:
annew@choptankelectric.coop or Watt’s the
Answer, Choptank Electric, P.O. Box 430,
Denton MD 21629. Answers must be
received by June 5. The winner will be
announced in the July edition.


