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P.O. Box 430, Denton, MD 21629; or

annew@choptankelectric.coop two months prior to event if
possible. Please include phone number.

More “Connections” at coupons.com

To our members: As of July 1, business hours at all Choptank
Electric offices and our call center will be 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

Members of the Choptank Electric Cooperative
Board of Directors, management and senior staff
recently traveled to Washington, D.C.  to meet with
Maryland’s congressional representatives and discuss
issues of critical importance to electric cooperatives
and their members.

Board President Carl Widdowson, at-large member
Dr. Frank Ruffo, CEO Fred Hubbard, Senior Vice
President Mike Wheatley and Vice President Bob
Behlke joined with over 3,000 fellow electric coopera-
tive leaders from across the United States who also
came to the Nation’s Capital to meet with representa-
tives from their respective states during the 2009
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
(NRECA) Legislative Conference May 4-6.  

After briefings on key issues conducted by the
governmental affairs staffs of the NRECA and the
Virginia, Maryland and Delaware Association of
Electric Cooperatives, the Choptank Electric delega-
tion traveled to Capitol Hill. On the Hill they met with
an energy staff member for Senator Benjamin Cardin
(D-MD)  and Congressman Frank Kratovil (D-1st).  

The Choptank Electric delegation discussed the
concerns and positions of the electric cooperative on
proposed Federal legislation on climate change and
carbon emissions standards, the critical need for addi-
tional power generation and transmission in the Mid-
Atlantic region, and the need for policies that will
keep electricity affordable to the members the electric
cooperative serves.

A delegation from Choptank met Rep. Frank Kratovil (D-1st) at the NRECA Legislative Conference on Capitol Hill.
From left, President and CEO Fred Hubbard, Rep. Kratovil, Dr. Frank Ruffo, at-large board member, Board Chairman
Carl Widdowson, Bob Behlke, vice president, consumer affairs, Mike Wheatley, sr. vice president, corporate services.

3,000 co-op leaders take on Capitol Hill

The power of your Co-op Connections® Card just
keeps on growing!

Before you head to the supermarket or pharmacy,
you can now print out coupons for your shopping list
as an added feature of the Co-op Connections® Card.

A new partnership with Coupons.com
links the Co-op Connections website to
their database of coupons. A vast range
of product offerings will update daily.

Coupons.com is a premier savings
site with more than 14 million unique
monthly visitors. The site carries offers
from hundreds of top brands, such as Johnson &
Johnson, General Mills, Kimberly-Clark, Kraft Foods
and Clorox. 

Coupons for products such as Crystal Light, Jell-
O, Velveeta and Alpo dog food can be found on the
site. The coupons “clipped” from the site will work at

hundreds of local and independent retailers as well as
national chains such as Safeway, CVS and Kmart.

This offer transfers online bargains into the pock-
etbooks and wallets of members and is a

great way for people to get value from their
Co-op Connections Card.  

In addition to the coupons on
Coupons.com, there is also a great recipe
section. We searched and found yummy-

sounding recipes for dishes like Berry
Cheesecake Pizza, grilled salmon and chicken pasta
salad, along with hundreds of others in all food cate-
gories.

And don’t forget, your Co-op Connections® Card
gives you access to local and national discounts,
pharmacy discounts and dental, vision and hearing
discounts. Check it out on our website at
www.choptankelectric.coop

DANCE: Pine Steppers, workshop Wed., 7 p.m., Ocean Pines
Comm. Ctr. 410-208-6331/208-6777; Ocean Waves, 2nd Sat., 8-
10:30 p.m., Mid-Shore YMCA, 715 S. Shumaker Dr., Salisbury.
410-873-2027/822-7387; Pepper Steppers, 2nd Sat., 8 p.m., 1st
UM Church Hall, Chestertown, 410-810-0926/778-4578;
Dorchester Swingers, Maple Elem., Egypt Rd., Cambridge, 8-10,
1st Fri. 410-822-7535. Line dance, Fri., Order of Eagles, 107
Alexander Ave., Salisbury, beginners 6 p.m., 410-749-1981
BINGO: Willards VFC, Thurs., 7 p.m., Lions Bldg., 410-835-
8678; Pittsville VFC, Fri., 7 p.m. 410-835-2323; Fedsbg. VFW,
Thurs., 7:20 p.m. 410-754-5020; Hurlock Legion, Fri., 7:30 p.m.,
410-943-8205; Denton Legion, Tues., 6 p.m., 410-479-2708;
Redmen, Fruitland, Mon., 6:30 p.m. 410-742-6859; Willards
Lions, Tues., 7 p.m. 410-835-2328; Denton VFC, Fri., 7:30 p.m.;
Holy Saviour Church, 17th St./Ocean Hwy., Ocean City, Fri., 7-
10. 410-524-7004; Ocean City Elks 2645, Wed., open 5:30, sur-
prise & early bird, 6:30, regular, 7 p.m. 410-250-2645                   
MUSIC: Peninsulaires, Tues. 7:30 p.m., St. Paul’s Episc. Hall,
Hebron. 410-251-0780; Ocean Bay Sweet Adelines, Mon., 7
p.m., same location, 410-749-1194; Delmarva Sweet Adelines,
Mon., 7 p.m., Ocean Pines Comm. Ctr. 410-641-6876; QA
Barbershop, Wed., 6:30 p.m., Ches. College, Wye Mills. 410-
827-7993; Bay Country Chorus, Mon., 7 p.m., Miller Hall,
behind Trinity Cathedral, Easton. 410-770-8262; Worcester
Chorale, Wed., 7 p.m., Comm. Church, Rt. 589, Ocean Pines.
410-208-1999; E. Shore Bluegrass Assn., show/jam, 2nd Sun., 1
p.m., Marydel Fire Co. 302-674-3149 or 492-1048
VETS: Vietnam Vets of Amer., 1st Thurs., 7 p.m., Easton VFW.
410-943-1374; 3rd Thurs., VFW 194, Salisbury. 410-651-0904;
Disabled American Vets Chap. 34, 4th Thurs., 1 p.m., Meuse
VFW Post 194, Salisbury. 410-749-4518
Chesapeake Christian Riders CMA 453, 1st Thurs, Bob Evans
Restaurant, Easton, 6 p.m. 410-943-8325
Mid-Shore A.B.A.T.E., 2nd Thurs., 7:30 p.m., Easton VFW.
www.midshoreabate.com
CANCER SUPPORT: Women Supporting Women, 3rd Wed., 7
p.m., 213 Atlantic Bus. Ctr., Berlin, 410-641-2849; 1st Thur., 7-
8:30 p.m., 106 W. Circle Ave., #101, Salisbury. 410-548-7880;
Shore Reg. Cancer Ctr., Easton, pre-register, 1-888-806-0756,
patients & survivors, Thurs., 5 p.m., Daytimers, 1st & 3rd Wed.,
10:30 p.m., family and caregivers, 1st & 3rd Wed., 5:30-7;
Brain Tumor Awareness, 3rd Tues, Comm. Foundation Eastern
Shore, Salisbury, 6:30. 410-443-1342; Women Supporting
Women Lymphedema group, 2nd Tues., 11-noon, Avery Hall Ed.
Ctr., PRMC. 410-548-7880
Medical coverage for pregnant women & children to age 19.
Kent, 410-778-7035, QA, 410-758-0720, Tal., 410-819-5690
SELF-HELP: Denton AA, 105 Gay St., Thurs., 8 p.m.; Co-
Dependents, Sun., 6:30 p.m., Christ UMC, Salisbury. 410-376-
0164; Dual Recovery, Wor. Library, Pocomoke, Mon., 7 p.m.;
Overeaters, Sat., 10 a.m., Christ UM Church, Salisbury. 410-376-
0164; Thur., 5 p.m., Buckingham Presby., 20 S. Main, Berlin.
410-629-0679; Mon. 5:15 p.m., Health Ed., Memorial Hosp.,
Easton; Fri. noon, St. Mark’s UMC, Easton. 410-820-0006;
TOPS, Tues., 6 p.m., Worcester Health Dept.; Thurs., 7 p.m.,
Christ UMC, Salisbury, 410-546-4197/543-9039; Church of God,
Easton, 6 p.m. 410-822-2630/673-2248
Merry Widows & Widowers, 3rd Tues., 2:30 p.m., Ocean Pines
CC. 410-208-6207; Beach Singles 45+, last Tues, 6 p.m. 410-
208-3974; Delmarva Singles 50+, 1st Wed., 6 p.m. 410-742-8310;
Activity Singles Klub, Easton, 2nd Wed., 410-822-7468
Nat’l Assn. Active & Retired Fed. Employees, Chap. 1261,
Salisbury area, 3rd Thurs., 410-896-2671; Chap. 2274, Wor. Co.,
4th Thurs., Jordan’s Rooftop, OC, 11:30 a.m., 410-641-5570
DUPLICATE BRIDGE: Riverside Homes, Salisbury, Mon., 7
p.m., 410-835-8343; Tred Avon, Wed., 11:30 a.m., Hyde Park
Community Clubhouse, Cordova Rd., Easton. 410-226-5126  

Writers Bloc, 3rd Sat., Rm. 3, Wic. Co. Library, Salisbury, 1 p.m.
Ocean Pines Camera Club, 2nd Wed., 7 p.m., OP Library.
Sons of Confederate Vets Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey Camp 1940,
friends, 1st Wed., 7 p.m., Wic. Library, Salisbury 410-641-9305
Pine’eer Craft & Gift Shop, Ocean Pines Comm. Ctr., 239
Ocean Pkwy., every Sat. & Sun., 10-4.
Federalsburg VFC, breakfast 4th Sun., 7-10. $6, kids $3; >3 free.
Preston Vol. Fire Co., AUCE breakfast, 1st Sun., 7-10, $6.
Delmarva Detachment/Marine Corps League, 2nd Wed., 7,
American Legion, Post 64, Salisbury. 410-341-4616
United Fitness Class, free, Mon., Wed., Fri., chair exercise, 9:30-
10, Mt. Hermon UM Church. 410-548-9436
Free beginner’s knitting class, 3rd Tues., 1-2, Women
Supporting Women, 106 W. Circle Ave., Suite 101, Salisbury.
Sudlersville Train Station Museum, 1st Sat., May to October,
10-2. 410-438-3501
Heartland Quilt Guild, 1st Thurs., 7 p.m., Choptank Electric dis-
trict office, Denton. 410-820-5192
Military families, Delmarva Blue Star Mothers, 2nd Sat., 2 p.m.,
locations TBA. 410-438-2911 or 410-376-0354
Centreville Farmers Market, open 9-1 every Wed. and Sat.
through Oct. 31. Millstream Park, S. Liberty St. 410-364-5689

Environmental Concern Native Plant Sale and Open House, June
12, 9-4, June 13, 9-6, Wetland Learning Ctr., 201 Boundary La.,
St. Michaels. Explore wetlands, nursery staff available for plant
selections. 410-745-9620 or www.wetland.org 

Friends of the Dorchester Library, Second Saturday Book Sale,
June 13, 9-2, Cambridge Library, Gay St. 410-228-7331

Peninsula Bluegrass Festival, June 18-20, Marvel’s Carriage
Museum, Georgetown, DE. 410-896-2811

Caroline Co. Relay for Life, June 19, 4-H Park, Denton. 410-
770-3095 or 410-482-2141

Jeeps on the Shore, Great Pocomoke Fairgrounds, June 20-21,
www.jeepsontheshore.com

East Coast Pullers Truck & Tractor Pull, Great Pocomoke
Fairgrounds, June 27, 7 p.m., $12, 410-632-3998.

Concert and fireworks, July 4, Northside Park, 127th St. & the
Bay and N. Division St. & the Beach, Ocean City. Family fun at
8 p.m., fireworks at 9:30.

Bird watching: Summer Birds, Adkins Arboretum, Ridgely, July
11, 8-10:30 a.m. Bring binoculars and field guide. $8 members;
$10 public. Pre-register, 410-634-2847, ext. 0.

Captain Craig Swim, 7th St. on the Beach, Ocean City. Swim
the Capt. Craig mile or Ginny Craig quarter mile. Registration
begins at 5 p.m. Event at 6 p.m.

Deaf Community Night with the Delmarva Shorebirds, July 16,
7:05 p.m., tickets $4.50-12. 410-742-5052 or 219-3112.

Soles for Seniors Walk, MAC Agency on Aging and The Centre
at Salisbury, July 22, 7:30 a.m. Begins at food court. All pro-
ceeds go to Senior Emergency Fund. 410-742-0505, ext. 137.
Starpower National Talent Competition, Convention Ctr., Ocean
City, world competition for regional qualifiers. 8 a.m.-7 p.m.

Greek Festival, Convention Ctr., Ocean City, food, music, danc-
ing, vendors. July 24-25, noon-11 p.m., July 26, noon-9 p.m. St.
George Greek Orthodox Church, 410-524-0990.



By Bob Behlke
Vice President, Consumer Affairs

Congress and the federal gov-
ernment are focused on prioritizing
climate change policy. Given the
long list of environmental impacts
and expensive solutions, any action
taken to address the issue will cer-

tainly increase the cost of electricity we use
every day. 

Climate change proposals seek to reduce
emissions of greenhouse gases, carbon diox-
ide in particular. In the U.S., power plants
that burn fossil fuels produce about 2.4 bil-
lion tons of carbon dioxide every year. That
works out to about 39 percent of the nation’s
man-made output of the gas—the largest sin-
gle source. 

Electric cooperatives are involved in
developing new technologies to reduce carbon
dioxide emissions from power plants, but
those options aren’t yet ready for prime time.
They’re limited, largely untested, and expen-
sive. Yet potential legislation would rely on
them to make significant carbon dioxide cuts
nationwide.

A key committee in the U.S. House of
Representatives has announced plans to con-
sider a climate change bill by this summer,
one that may for the first time classify carbon
dioxide as a pollutant and impose a cap-and-
trade tax to limit carbon emissions. Cap-and-
trade systems work by setting a specific limit
on airborne pollutants from sources like
power plants, factories, and refineries, and
require those sources to account for all emis-
sions with issued allowances. 

Cap-and-trade has worked during the past
15 years to reduce emissions of acid rain-
causing sulfur dioxide nationwide and over
the last decade to curb smog-creating nitro-
gen oxides in the eastern half of the country.
However, some cap-and-trade tax proposals
for carbon dioxide contain a new twist: pricey
allowances.

Allowances would be auctioned off at
undetermined prices, leading to huge cost
burdens for any source of carbon dioxide
emissions. In the case of power plants, those
costs would ultimately be passed on to con-
sumers using the power, in some cases adding
$50 or more to electric bills each month. In
late February, the Obama Administration
pointed to such a system as a new, substantial
source of revenue for the federal govern-
ment—effectively muddying the initial envi-
ronmental argument for regulating carbon
dioxide.

Such a backdoor tax increase would force
electric cooperatives to essentially become
tax collectors for the federal government, and
allow Wall Street investors to set allowance
prices and determine how much you pay for
electricity, much like the impact of specula-
tors on gasoline prices last year.

We need to help Congress draft an energy
solution that accomplishes environmental
goals while taking affordability into account.
But time may be tight: if Congress fails to
act, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency stands ready to step in, leaving deci-
sions that affect consumers’ pocketbooks up
to unelected bureaucrats.

Electric cooperatives want to work with
Congress to address climate change in an
affordable and environmentally responsible
fashion. We’re ready to provide insight into
how various policy proposals will impact con-
sumers, and urge lawmakers to reach the right
answers.

National energy and climate change poli-
cy must focus on reducing emissions, not on
“revenue enhancement” for federal govern-
ment. Money generated, through a cap-and-
trade tax or otherwise, must be used wisely:
devoted to developing related technology or
returned to those who foot the bill and not
sent to the general fund. And Congress should
take the lead on climate change, not regula-
tors or Wall Street speculators. 

In unity with 42 million other electric co-
ops consumers around the country, urge your
U.S. representative and senators to work with
electric cooperatives to keep electric bills
affordable. Get involved in this effort by par-
ticipating in the Our Energy, Our Future™
grassroots campaign at www.ourenergy.coop. 

We face a huge energy challenge in the U.S. Pressure is on Congress to do something
about climate change, but this is only one part of the energy crisis for all of us. The call to
curb emission of greenhouse gases comes as demand for electricity is growing and the country
faces a shortage in the amount of electricity available. More demand, less power and more
regulations will mean electricity costs will escalate for everyone.

Electric cooperative members will be affected by any federal action. We need you to speak
with your members of Congress about America’s energy future and make them aware of the
crisis we face. Go to www.ourenergy.coop or mail this coupon and we will forward your mes-
sage. Additional information is on our website. Questions? Please call 877-892-0001, x8553.

I would like to participate in the national conversation on energy production, research and
technology, and affordability. At the appropriate times during the next year, please send, on
my behalf, three electronic messages regarding these topics to my member of Congress.

NOTE: We cannot forward your request to Congress unless all of the following blanks are 
completed.

Name

Address

City, State,Zip

Email address

We must have your e-mail in order to send this message. Thank you!

Co-op web site gets “Excellence” award
Choptank Electric received an Award of

Excellence in the Best Web Site Category
for www.choptankelectric.coop. in the 2009
“Spotlight on Excellence” national awards
program, sponsored by the Council of Rural
Electric Communicators and the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association.  

Anne K. Whaples, manager of coopera-
tive communications, coordinates and writes
the contents of the website, which is hosted
by Business Internet Systems of Denton,
owned by Robert Clendaniel.   

The Spotlight award was the fourth
Choptank has received since 1998 – three of
which have been for Best Web Site. The
award was presented during the Connect
2009 Conference in Las Vegas, NV.

Electric cooperative communicators and
marketing professionals submitted more

than 744 entries in the Spotlight on
Excellence program. 

Faculty members from the University of
Missouri – Columbia and the University of
North Carolina – Chapel Hill judged the
entries.

The annual Spotlight awards recognize
the top-rated communication and marketing
efforts by electric cooperatives and related
organizations. 

The Council of Rural Electric
Communicators is a volunteer association
working on behalf of more than 3,100 elec-
tric cooperative communicators across the
United States. 

The National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association, the organization representing
the national interests of cooperative electric
utilities, coordinates the Council’s activities.   

Act now to meet our energy challenges

U.S. climate change policy hits your pocketbook

Watt’s the Answer?

Five high school seniors from Maryland’s
Eastern Shore have each earned $1,000 college
scholarships awarded by the Educational
Scholarship Foundation of the Virginia, Maryland &
Delaware Association of Electric Cooperatives
(VMDAEC).

The recipients are: Ashley Benson of Salisbury,
James M. Bennett High School, daughter of Robert
and Terri Benson; Amberly Holcomb, Centreville,
Queen Anne’s County High School, daughter of
Joseph and Elizabeth Smith; Justin King, Preston,
Colonel Richardson High School, son of Robert and
Susan King; Amanda Moore, Federalsburg, Colonel
Richardson High School, daughter of Timothy and
Carol Moore; and Kelsey Murrell of Salisbury, a
senior at Delmar High School and the daughter of
John and Kathy Murrell.

All five students earned these scholarships
through a competitive screening process and were
eligible because their parents or guardians are mem-
bers of Choptank Electric.

This year, the VMDAEC Educational
Scholarship Foundation awarded 39 $1,000 and nine
$500 scholarships for a total of $43,500 – the largest
dollar amount in the history of the Foundation.
Scholarships are awarded to deserving students who
live in areas served by electric cooperatives in
Delaware, Maryland and Virginia and may be used
by the recipient for college tuition, fees and books.

The $1,000 scholarships are named in honor of
Worth Hudson, the first chairman of the VMDAEC
Educational Scholarship Foundation and former
chairman of the board of directors of Mecklenburg
Electric Cooperative in Chase City, Va. Since its
inception in 2000, the Foundation has awarded 262
scholarships totaling $171,500.

Founded in 1944, VMDAEC is the trade associa-
tion for Choptank Electric and the 15 other electric
co-ops that serve Virginia, Maryland and Delaware.
For more information on VMDAEC and the scholar-
ship program, visit www.vmdaec.com.

ODEC adds more wind power
to its portfolio for co-ops

VMD Assn. recognizes
E. Shore scholars on
Shore

Dan Melvin, left, is congratulated by Mike
Woodward, senior regional operations manager,
on his promotion to assistant manager of
regional operations. Dan has been with
Choptank for 20 years.

Old Dominion Electric Cooperative (ODEC) and Clipper Windpower, Inc. of
Carpinteria, CA have announced a long-term agreement under which ODEC will
purchase the energy output and renewable energy credits from a 70 megawatt wind
energy facility currently under development by Clipper in Western Maryland’s
Garrett County.

Once built, the 70 MW Criterion Wind Energy Project’s electrical output will
be distributed by ODEC to the members of ODEC’s
11 member electric distribution cooperatives in
Virginia, Maryland and Delaware, including
Choptank Electric. The project, scheduled to be
completed by late 2010, will produce enough wind-
generated electricity to power about 20,000 average
American homes annually, while helping to reduce
America’s carbon footprint.  

This is the second contract for wind generated
power ODEC has executed in the past 10 months
and the fourth contract for renewable energy signed
since the beginning of 2008. In July 2008, the
Cooperative entered an agreement with AES
Corporation of Arlington, VA to purchase 50 MW of power from the Armenia
Mountain wind project in north central Pennsylvania. 

The Armenia Mountain project is scheduled to be completed and producing
electricity later this year. During 2008, ODEC also added other renewable
resources through energy purchase contracts from a landfill gas-to-energy project
in Worcester County and a hydroelectric facility in Allegheny County, VA.

“At ODEC, we are pleased with the opportunity to partner with Clipper
Windpower on this exciting project,” said Jackson E. Reasor, ODEC president and
CEO. “The energy needs of the Mid-Atlantic region we serve continue to grow.
Our long-term plan is to build and diversify ODEC’s portfolio of power supply
resources so we can continue to provide reliable and affordable electricity to our 11
member electric distribution cooperatives and their over 400,000 members.”

“At Clipper, we’re delighted to support ODEC’s efforts to provide its cus-
tomers with a greater mix of renewable fuels” said John Lamb, president and CEO
of Clipper Windpower Development Corporation.  “At about 1.5% of the U.S.
energy mix, wind energy is already generating some 85,000 direct and indirect
jobs, particularly in America’s hard-hit manufacturing sector, while creating rev-
enue for farmers and rural communities, and increasing our nation’s energy securi-
ty. Wind energy accounted for about 42% of the entire new U.S. electricity capaci-
ty added annually in 2008 and powers the equivalent of 2 million American house-
holds annually – ODEC and other responsible utilities are helping to fuel this
trend.”  

Noting that as a cooperative, ODEC is not mandated to meet certain renewable
energy target percentages as are some utilities, Reasor added, “Economically
viable renewable resources, such as this new wind farm, are and will continue to
be a component in our power supply diversification efforts along with the addition
of base load generation facilities, to assure that ODEC can meet the growing ener-
gy needs of our region now and in the decades to come.”

Clipper Windpower is engaged in wind energy technology, turbine manufactur-
ing, and wind project development. The company designs advanced wind turbines,
manufactures its 2.5MW Liberty wind turbine and actively develops wind power
generating projects in the Americas and Europe. For more information, visit
www.clipperwind.com.

Win $10 credit on your electric bill by entering the monthly trivia contest. 
Watt’s the Answer for June: What is the most valuable brand name in the world?
(Hint: You might want to “look this up” on the Internet!)  
The winner of April’s contest is James Little Jr. of Salisbury, who knew a dog sweats
mostly through the pads of its paws. Dogs have very few sweat glands, and most of
those are in the footpads. Dogs cool themselves primarily by the process of panting
and breathing, with the moist lining of their lungs serving as the evaporative surface.

Send the answer with your name, address, account and phone to: annew@chop-
tankelectric.coop or Watt’s the Answer, Choptank Electric, P.O. Box 430, Denton MD
21629. Answers must be received by July 5. The winner will be announced in the
August edition.Send coupon to: Choptank Electric Co-op, Attn: Bob Behlke, PO Box 430, Denton MD 21629

All Choptank Electric offices
will be closed on July 3 for the

Independence Day holiday.
Remember to fly the flag!


