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3,000 co-op leaders take on Capitol Hill

Members of the Choptank Electric Cooperative
Board of Directors, management and senior staff
recently traveled to Washington, D.C. to meet with
Maryland’s congressional representatives and discuss
issues of critical importance to electric cooperatives
and their members.

Board President Carl Widdowson, at-large member
Dr. Frank Ruffo, CEO Fred Hubbard, Senior Vice
President Mike Wheatley and Vice President Bob
Behlke joined with over 3,000 fellow electric coopera-
tive leaders from across the United States who also
came to the Nation’s Capital to meet with representa-
tives from their respective states during the 2009
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
(NRECA) Legislative Conference May 4-6.

After briefings on key issues conducted by the
governmental affairs staffs of the NRECA and the
Virginia, Maryland and Delaware Association of
Electric Cooperatives, the Choptank Electric delega-
tion traveled to Capitol Hill. On the Hill they met with
an energy staff member for Senator Benjamin Cardin
(D-MD) and Congressman Frank Kratovil (D-lSt).

The Choptank Electric delegation discussed the
concerns and positions of the electric cooperative on
proposed Federal legislation on climate change and
carbon emissions standards, the critical need for addi-
tional power generation and transmission in the Mid-
Atlantic region, and the need for policies that will
keep electricity affordable to the members the electric
cooperative serves.
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A delegation from Choptank met Rep. Frank Kratovil (D-1st) at the NRECA Legislative Conference on Capitol Hill.

From left, President and CEO Fred Hubbard, Rep. Kratovil, Dr. Frank Ruffo, at-large board member, Board Chairman
Carl Widdowson, Bob Behlke, vice president, consumer affairs, Mike Wheatley, sr. vice president, corporate services.

More “Connections” at coupons.com

The power of your Co-op Connections® Card just
keeps on growing!

Before you head to the supermarket or pharmacy,
you can now print out coupons for your shopping list
as an added feature of the Co-op Connections® Card.

A new partnership with Coupons.com
links the Co-op Connections website to =
their database of coupons. A vast range )
of product offerings will update daily.

Coupons.com is a premier savings
site with more than 14 million unique
monthly visitors. The site carries offers
from hundreds of top brands, such as Johnson &
Johnson, General Mills, Kimberly-Clark, Kraft Foods
and Clorox.

Coupons for products such as Crystal Light, Jell-
O, Velveeta and Alpo dog food can be found on the
site. The coupons “clipped” from the site will work at

hundreds of local and independent retailers as well as
national chains such as Safeway, CVS and Kmart.

This offer transfers online bargains into the pock-

etbooks and wallets of members and is a
great way for people to get value from their
Co-op Connections Card.
e In addition to the coupons on
Coupons.com, there is also a great recipe
o™ section. We searched and found yummy-
sounding recipes for dishes like Berry
Cheesecake Pizza, grilled salmon and chicken pasta
salad, along with hundreds of others in all food cate-
gories.

And don’t forget, your Co-op Connections® Card
gives you access to local and national discounts,
pharmacy discounts and dental, vision and hearing
discounts. Check it out on our website at
www.choptankelectric.coop

To our members: As of July 1, business hours at all Choptank
Electric offices and our call center will be 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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U.S. climate change policy hits your pocketbook

By Bob Behlke
Vice President, Consumer Affairs

Congress and the federal gov-
ernment are focused on prioritizing
climate change policy. Given the
long list of environmental impacts

\ and expensive solutions, any action
taken to address the issue will cer-
tainly increase the cost of electricity we use
every day.

Climate change proposals seek to reduce
emissions of greenhouse gases, carbon diox-
ide in particular. In the U.S., power plants
that burn fossil fuels produce about 2.4 bil-
lion tons of carbon dioxide every year. That
works out to about 39 percent of the nation’s
man-made output of the gas—the largest sin-
gle source.

Electric cooperatives are involved in
developing new technologies to reduce carbon
dioxide emissions from power plants, but
those options aren’t yet ready for prime time.
They’re limited, largely untested, and expen-
sive. Yet potential legislation would rely on
them to make significant carbon dioxide cuts
nationwide.

A key committee in the U.S. House of
Representatives has announced plans to con-
sider a climate change bill by this summer,
one that may for the first time classify carbon
dioxide as a pollutant and impose a cap-and-
trade tax to limit carbon emissions. Cap-and-
trade systems work by setting a specific limit
on airborne pollutants from sources like
power plants, factories, and refineries, and
require those sources to account for all emis-
sions with issued allowances.

Choptank Electric received an Award of
Excellence in the Best Web Site Category
for www.choptankelectric.coop. in the 2009
“Spotlight on Excellence” national awards
program, sponsored by the Council of Rural
Electric Communicators and the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association.

Anne K. Whaples, manager of coopera-
tive communications, coordinates and writes
the contents of the website, which is hosted
by Business Internet Systems of Denton,
owned by Robert Clendaniel.

The Spotlight award was the fourth
Choptank has received since 1998 — three of
which have been for Best Web Site. The
award was presented during the Connect
2009 Conference in Las \Vegas, NV.

Electric cooperative communicators and
marketing professionals submitted more

Co-op web site gets “Excellence” award

than 744 entries in the Spotlight on
Excellence program.

Faculty members from the University of
Missouri — Columbia and the University of
North Carolina — Chapel Hill judged the
entries.

The annual Spotlight awards recognize
the top-rated communication and marketing
efforts by electric cooperatives and related
organizations.

The Council of Rural Electric
Communicators is a volunteer association
working on behalf of more than 3,100 elec-
tric cooperative communicators across the
United States.

The National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association, the organization representing
the national interests of cooperative electric
utilities, coordinates the Council’s activities.

Act now to meet our energy challenges

We face a huge energy challenge in the U.S. Pressure is on Congress to do something
about climate change, but this is only one part of the energy crisis for all of us. The call to
curb emission of greenhouse gases comes as demand for electricity is growing and the country
faces a shortage in the amount of electricity available. More demand, less power and more
regulations will mean electricity costs will escalate for everyone.

Electric cooperative members will be affected by any federal action. We need you to speak
with your members of Congress about America’s energy future and make them aware of the
crisis we face. Go to www.ourenergy.coop or mail this coupon and we will forward your mes-
sage. Additional information is on our website. Questions? Please call 877-892-0001, x8553.

completed.

I would like to participate in the national conversation on energy production, research and
technology, and affordability. At the appropriate times during the next year, please send, on
my behalf, three electronic messages regarding these topics to my member of Congress.

NOTE: We cannot forward your request to Congress unless all of the following blanks are

Name

Address

Email address

City, State,Zip

Send coupon to: Choptank Electric Co-op, Attn: Bob Behlke, PO Box 430, Denton MD 21629

Cap-and-trade has worked during the past
15 years to reduce emissions of acid rain-
causing sulfur dioxide nationwide and over
the last decade to curb smog-creating nitro-
gen oxides in the eastern half of the country.
However, some cap-and-trade tax proposals
for carbon dioxide contain a new twist: pricey
allowances.

Allowances would be auctioned off at
undetermined prices, leading to huge cost
burdens for any source of carbon dioxide
emissions. In the case of power plants, those
costs would ultimately be passed on to con-
sumers using the power, in some cases adding
$50 or more to electric bills each month. In
late February, the Obama Administration
pointed to such a system as a new, substantial
source of revenue for the federal govern-
ment—effectively muddying the initial envi-
ronmental argument for regulating carbon
dioxide.

Such a backdoor tax increase would force
electric cooperatives to essentially become
tax collectors for the federal government, and
allow Wall Street investors to set allowance
prices and determine how much you pay for
electricity, much like the impact of specula-
tors on gasoline prices last year.

We need to help Congress draft an energy
solution that accomplishes environmental
goals while taking affordability into account.
But time may be tight: if Congress fails to
act, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency stands ready to step in, leaving deci-
sions that affect consumers’ pocketbooks up
to unelected bureaucrats.

Electric cooperatives want to work with
Congress to address climate change in an
affordable and environmentally responsible
fashion. We’re ready to provide insight into
how various policy proposals will impact con-
sumers, and urge lawmakers to reach the right
answers.

National energy and climate change poli-
cy must focus on reducing emissions, not on
“revenue enhancement” for federal govern-
ment. Money generated, through a cap-and-
trade tax or otherwise, must be used wisely:
devoted to developing related technology or
returned to those who foot the bill and not
sent to the general fund. And Congress should
take the lead on climate change, not regula-
tors or Wall Street speculators.

In unity with 42 million other electric co-
ops consumers around the country, urge your
U.S. representative and senators to work with
electric cooperatives to keep electric bills
affordable. Get involved in this effort by par-
ticipating in the Our Energy, Our Future™
grassroots campaign at www.ourenergy.coop.

All Choptank Electric offices
will be closed on July 3 for the
Independence Day holiday.
Remember to fly the flag!




